
TEXAS THEOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY AND SEMINARY 

THESIS  PROJECT GUIDELINES FOR MASTER’S STUDENTS 

A. Introduction  

The purpose of this handbook is to provide assistance for students at Texas 

Theological University and Seminary who are working on their Master’s Thesis 

Project. This manual includes an introduction to the purposes of the project. In 

addition, practical suggestions will be included for each of the major components 

of the project.  

B. Project Purposes  

For many, the Thesis Project represents the next step of their formal 

academic training. As such, it should make a significant contribution to the 

individual student, to his or her personal and current field of Christian ministry. In 

the Thesis project, the Master candidate must demonstrate a high level of academic 

competence in the practice of ministry by:  

1. Showing that the Master’s Project is supported by an appropriate 

theoretical basis (biblical, ethical, historical, philosophical, 

psychological, educational, sociological, or theological).  

2. Describing and defending the project’s design and a practical 

implementation.  

3. Evaluating the significance of the project for ministry.  

4. Communicating fresh and original understandings of ministry to peers.  

C. General Description  

The specific research design of the project is dependent upon the nature of 

the individual project. This design shall be determined through consultation with 

the project's Mentor and Reader.  

  



 

The minimum acceptable length is 15,000 words. These standards apply 

only to the main body of the paper and do not include the front matter, the 

appendices, or the bibliography. Any exceptions to these guidelines will need the 

approval of the Director of the Master’s program. (Dean of Students) 

D.  Schedule for Preparing the Dissertation Project.  

Selection of a Topic.  

Options:  

Case study, Program evaluation, Critical issue for the local church, or 

Development of a new program for use in your ministry (practical in nature). 

Before or upon registering for your research project, you should research 

your topic and develop a three to four page bibliography. This is one of the 

required components of the Thesis project. Gathering academic resources 

preliminary to writing your Thesis project topic will provide you with current 

knowledge academic and applied research in your field. This process should result 

in your ability to write an effective Thesis Topic.  

 Dissertation Synopsis Description:  

Summarizes the major claim, specific research, and impact of the project in 

a minimum length of 100 and a maximum length of 500 words. When you are 

ready to register for your dissertation project, contact your Professor. You need to 

have ready a description of your dissertation project topic and bibliography to 

present to your Professor, who will submit it to TTU academic board for approval.  

  



When writing your Thesis Project title, please consider the following:  

• What is your subject that you are going to research and write on?  

• Your subtitle should answer the “so what” question; in other words, what 

do you intend to accomplish with your subject dissertation that will be an 

addition the subject area of your project. What significant contribution will 

be made based on your dissertation project?  

• Thesis Project Title should not exceed fifteen (15) words without approval 

of your mentor. The synopsis should answer the following four questions:  

1. A brief description of the topic  

2. The rationale for choosing the topic  

3. Research approach  

4. Potential value of the topic in personal ministry 

 

  Consult the current edition of Texas Theological University & Seminary 

Required Paper Format for Research Papers, and Dissertations above 6 pages.  

 Lord Bless and Happy Writing. 


