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A Study of the New Testament 

Church! 

 
Chapter 1 

 

Introduction 

The church has often time in the past and still day been 

misunderstood. What is its true purpose, and for what 

reason was it established? When I took my first class in  

Ecclesiology in 1997, at the Independent Baptist College. 

As I began to work my way towards a “workman that 

needeth not be ashamed.” This one course did more to 

solidify my belief of why the local church is so vital. In a 

world that has taken the opportunity to vilify it by reducing 

it to something we do on Sunday's. The question that must 

be asked is this, “what did Jesus say about the church?”  

 

In this study there are four objectives that are to be learned 

from Dr. Campbell: 

1. The origin of His church 

2. The structure or pattern of His church 

3. The inner-life of His church, and 

4. The long range, long term mission of His 

church that will become world-wide and continue 

until the end of the age. 

It is my hope that these notes from Dr. Campbell will show 

any and all who read this the need for the church as he 

progressively takes you through the course of Jesus' 

ministry to find what Jesus truly was intending to do when 

He Himself established His church. 

Shannon L. Eaton 
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I. The Historic Position of the New Testament 

Church! 
 

A. Ecclesiology: The word Ecclesiology means "the 

study of the New Testament Church" as set forward in 

the New Testament. It is an inquiry into the essential 

nature of the Lord's church and the way it functions with 

Jesus as its Head and the Holy Spirit as its 

Administrator.  

 

B. The Aim of this course in Ecclesiology is to look into 

this important subject from the Bible, and discover the 

truth about the New Testament Church as to its origin, 

its structure, its inner life and its mission.  

 

C. The word "church" is the English application to the 

Greek word "ecclesia". (See Addendum One “Meaning 

and uses of the word church!”) 
(1. "Ekklesia” or "ecclesia" is composed of two 

words, "ek" meaning "out of" and "kaleo" meaning 

"to call", and taken together "ekklesia" means "to 

call out from". It does not refer to just a group of 

people loosely assembled together, but to a 

particular, called out group who are held together by 

a common bond and assemble for a purpose. An 

example of this is seen in Acts 19:32,34,39 and 42, 

by the people in this free, democratic city of Ephesus 

who were called out to discuss and act upon a 

situation that involved the apostle Paul, and to 

determine a course of action by the voice of the 

people or through a democratic process.  

(2."Ecclesia" is the Latin form of the Greek 

"ekklesia
"
 and has become the form most often used 

in English. Either use means "a called out assembly 

of people for a specific purpose."  
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(3. So in establishing His church, Jesus took a 

simple, well understood word among both Jews and 

Gentiles of His day, and gave it a new spiritual 

meaning when He applied it to His called out 

assembly. Jesus endowed the word with spiritual 

content and significance, and from that time forward 

the word “ecclesia
” 

has had a new and different 

meaning.  

(4. In the Septuagint, (the Greek translation of the 

Hebrew Old Testament), the use of ekklesia has no 

application to the Lord's church. The church is a 

New Testament organization and institution 

organized by Jesus Himself during His personal 

ministry. There are those who try to say that the 

church has "roots" in the Old Testament, but this is 

not so! It is a New Testament institution with a New 

Testament commission. (An Old Testament 

illustration of the word ekklesia is found in Joshua 

8:35 where the whole nation of Israel gathers 

together).  

 

D. The English term "church" comes from the Scottish 

word "kirk" and the German word "kirche." Neither 

are derived from the word "ecclesia" but from the Greek 

word "kuriakon," which means "that which belongs to 

the Lord". It can also mean "a powerful man's house". 

This Greek word "Kuriakon" passed into the Latin and 

was picked up early by Christians who applied it to the 

church. Various forms of the word entered into the 

languages of Europe, and in English it came to mean the 

"the house of the Lord" or "church". It is now used 

synonymously with ekklesia. 

 

E. The historic Baptist position regarding the church is 

that the Lord Jesus Christ established His church during 

His personal ministry. After He established His church, 
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He filled the place of its Head during the remaining 

months of His earthly ministry. He established the 

church in such a manner that it would reproduce itself 

and perpetuate itself. Upon His ascension to be with His 

Father He sent the Holy Spirit, as Comforter, to direct 

the church under His guidance in the absence of the 

physical presence of Christ the Head of each local 

assembly. Christ is Head of each local visible assembly 

under the omnipresent direction of the Holy Spirit as 

Comforter. (John 14:17-19) 

 

F. A careful study of the some 115 passages of Scripture 

in the New Testament where the word "ekklesia" appears 

will give conclusive proof that His church is always a 

local visible church as opposed to its being a general or 

universal church. The churches of the New Testament 

are always an assembly of people in a given location. 

The churches are always made up of people:  

(1. Who have been genuinely saved.  

(2. Who have been scripturally baptized.  

(3. Who voluntarily joined themselves to become His 

assembly. 

 

G. The Lord did not use the word "ekklesia" in His 

organization, but rather gave us a New Testament pattern 

by permitting us to be present and examine the way He 

established His church. The pattern He used to establish 

His first church is still the pattern to be followed today in 

establishing new Baptist churches.  

(1. He established His church in keeping with a 

pattern. It is similar to the way Moses was instructed 

to build the Tabernacle in the Wilderness. He was to 

build it according to the pattern given him in mount 

Sinai. (Exodus 25:40; Hebrews 8:5) (See Addendum 

Two, “The pattern of the tabernacle!”) 
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(2. When Jesus founded His church He enacted in real 

life the meaning of the word "ekklesia", and did so 

with a spiritual emphasis that gave the word new 

meaning.  

(3. Jesus gave us a scriptural pattern once and for all. 

With this New Testament pattern His churches could 

be recognized at any point in time and at any location 

in the world. He established Himself as the Head of 

His church and His church was under His authority. 

He functioned in this role in the remaining months of 

His earthly ministry, and does so now from the right 

hand of God in heaven.  

(4. The event of His establishing His church took 

place on a mountain in Galilee. Here He called His 

disciples to Him, and they responded to Him by 

assembling before Him. He, as Head, ordained twelve 

and they were to remain with Him and He would later 

send them forth to preach. These became His special 

group, through which He would teach New Testament 

doctrine, and would entrust His work in their hands 

for leadership after His death and ascension. (Mark 

3:13, Luke 6:13) Several months later Jesus would 

identify this very group as "My Church." (Matthew 

16:18) His church was recognized for its structure 

rather than a mere word. It is so today!'  

 

H. Jesus first used the word "ekklesia" to introduce His 

church as an institution rather than a local assembly. 

That is to say, after He had firmly established in the 

minds of His followers that His church was a local 

assembly, He introduced an additional truth that His 

church would reproduce itself, one church after another 

church until it became world-wide. Each church would 

be complete in itself, and all would be under His 

direction as Head, through the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit as Comforter. His churches would also perpetuate 
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themselves by reproducing other like churches one after 

another and this would continue in this manner until the 

end of this present age. In this respect His local churches 

make up "the church" as an institution, this being all 

scriptural local assemblies at any given point in time, as 

opposed to one universal church.  

(1. To refer to the church as an institution is to speak 

of all scriptural churches in existence at any given 

point in time. They are all alike in faith and practice 

and can be identified together as a single group or 

institution. Although all local churches are spoken of 

together, any time you speak of only one church it is 

always a particular local visible body.  

(2. This term "institution" is used freely in other areas 

to include all of a given group, such as the home, the 

school, the government, the court, mankind, etc.  

 

I. Jesus also impresses upon us the fact that His church is 

an autonomous or self-governing body under Him as 

Head. It is this fact that makes the church independent! It 

is under His direction and is free from all outside 

interference and rule. The form of government is 

couched in the word ekklesia, that of the congregations 

voice or a democratic form of rule, under His direction.  

(1. His church is independent in that it is a complete 

body within itself and self-governing.  

(2. His church is independent in that it is authorized 

by Jesus to be His witness, represent and speak for 

Him on earth. It is His commissioned body. (Acts 

1:8)  
(3. His church is independent in that it is not subject 

to any outside authority or rule, as state or religious 

groups. There is an aggravating tendency in our day 

to set aside the divine pattern of the authority of the 

local church resting within itself, subject only to 

Christ its Head.  
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(4. His church is independent, but this does not 

suggest that a church can do as it pleases or do 

whatever it wants. Its standard of faith and practice is 

the Word of God, and its leadership rests in the Holy 

Spirit. It does mean however that they are to remain 

separate from all forms of organized bodies of outside 

interference.  

(5. His church's administration, while in the hands of 

the respective assemblies, is under the leadership of 

the Holy Spirit as its Guide.  

(6. His church is unspeakably precious for it is His 

body which He purchased with His own blood. (Acts 

20:28) 
(7. It is through His churches that "the manifold 

wisdom of God" which "for the ages has been hid" 

is to be "made known" to "all nations" today. 

(Ephesians 3:10) 
 

II. The Structure of the New Testament 

Church!  
 

A. This topic has already been approached earlier in the 

discussion of "pattern." It needs further reinforcement, 

however, as it is vital to the understanding of the New 

Testament Church and its function.  

 

B. The word "structure" means "the arrangement of all 

the parts as a whole" or a blueprint. It means that the 

New Testament church was established by a pattern that 

pleased Jesus and was under His authority.  

(1. Its structure is very rigid, and leaves no room for 

other churches and no room for change.  

(2. His church can be readily recognized in any 

location, culture or period of time.  
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(3. It serves as a protective measure Jesus took to 

guard and preserve His church through the church 

age.  

 

C. As a result of Jesus establishing His church by a 

pattern, it is readily identifiable in any period of time, in 

any part of the world, and in any culture.  

 

D. The structure rests in the spiritual requirements.  

(1. That the membership of His church is made up of 

people who have been genuinely born again.  

(2. The membership is composed of people who have 

been scripturally baptized. This involves a proper 

subject, a proper mode, and a proper authority. 

Baptism is a protective measure that keeps His church 

a separate and distinctive body from the rest of the 

religious world. If Baptists do not hold firmly to this 

tenet of their faith as a practice, they soon lose their 

identity.  

(3. Membership is voluntarily in His churches. The 

person must desire to become a member after he is 

saved and then submit to the authority of the church 

to be baptized by the authority vested in that church 

by the Lord. (Matthew 28:19-29)  

(4. Thus, His church is a local visible assembly of 

believers who have been scripturally baptized and 

have voluntarily joined themselves together (or 

covenanted together) to fulfill Christ's commission. 

Voluntary membership is that which makes an 

assembly unified and one of purpose.  

(5. Those constituting the membership of a church, 

commit themselves to being taught God's Word, and 

of observing and practicing His Word. If the time 

should come that any member cannot wholeheartedly 

follow this pattern, they should withdraw themselves, 
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or it may be necessary for the church to withdraw 

from them as a disciplinary measure. 

(6. There is no other place in scripture that portrays 

how a church was organized except when Jesus 

organized His church on the mountain. His is the only 

scriptural example, so churches today are established 

in the same manner. 

 

III. The Inner Life of the New Testament 

Church! 
 

A. The Lord took into consideration that there would be 

local churches world-wide and until the end of the age. 

He therefore provided an inner-life that would allow any 

people where one of His churches was organized, in any 

culture, in any period of time, in any nation, or under 

any form of national government to function scripturally. 

In this way His doctrine could be practiced and His 

commission carried out in a comfortable, effective, and 

scriptural manner.  

 

B. The structure and inner life is much like a house full 

of furniture. The house is a rigid structure that cannot be 

altered, but the furniture can be arranged to suit the 

person living in the house. The Lord provides each 

church the same flexibility and freedom to carry out the 

commission of the church. The church is always under 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C. Great emphasis is given to the inner life of a church. 

This is where the average church member will spend 

most of his Christian life. But each person must be 

careful to always keep in mind that change is impossible 

in the structure, but possible and necessary at times in 

the inner life to remain effective in the church's witness. 
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D. The Lord gives each church the freedom to carry out 

its own program in its own way as long as it is in 

keeping with the Word of God. 

 

IV. The Work of a New Testament Church! 
 

A. The work of a New Testament Church is basically 

from three points of view: 

(1. The spiritual work of the individual believer. 

(2. The combined efforts of the entire congregation. 

(3. The general work of the church that involves any 

particular church working, and perhaps the 

cooperation of churches working together without 

interfering with each other being an autonomous 

body.  

 

B. There is a work of the church within itself.  

(1. The church must grow, numerically in the 

knowledge of the Word; and in, the strength of the 

Lord. It must seek always for souls to be saved and 

for the saved to be in a position to grow in the Lord 

spiritually. Failure to grow within itself will result in 

spiritual decay in one area or numerical decline in 

another area. Either is serious and must be carefully 

guarded. Note some scriptures: (Acts 2:47, 5:24, 

11:21, Ephesians 2:21; 4:16; 5:16: Colossians 4:5) 
(2. A church must edify itself or grow and develop 

from within to without. A powerful passage of 

scripture that reflects this truth is found in Ephesians 

4:11-17. There are certain areas that obviously edify a 

church .  

a. Worship --This is first and foremost. A study of 

the scripture will reflect that worship was God's first 

requirement.  

b. Teaching -- which involves learning. Learning 

changes behavior and life-style. The membership is 
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obligated to learn the Word as it is taught the Word. 

There is a special insistence in the scripture upon 

the duty of teaching within the church. (Acts 13:1, 

Romans 12:7, I Corinthians. 12:28, Ephesians 

4:11, Colossians 3:16) 
c. Discipline -- In a broad sense to disciple speaks of 

the teaching program of the church. It is being 

brought to practice His word in real life, or "be 

doers of the word and not hearers only." It speaks 

of the application of truth to life and living. There is 

of course that aspect of discipline that requires 

severe action toward that person who refuses to be 

taught or practice the known truth of the Word.  

(3. It must maintain itself. The church must attend to 

its business as any other organization. It must keep its 

affairs in order. It must be an assembly that maintains 

integrity before the world with whom it does its 

business. It must be an example in diligence, justice, 

and scrupulous faithfulness in conducting its 

business.  

(4. The business of a church includes:  

a. The support of the ministry.  

b. The support of missionaries. 

c. The business of keeping a place of worship. 

Though church buildings and properties were of a 

later date than New Testament times, it is not 

unreasonable to suppose that the expense of 

maintaining places of worship would be left to be 

borne by the owners of the house or meeting place. 

No! The expense must be met by those who 

compose the congregation.  

d. Benevolence or care of its own members who are 

in need.  
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C. The work of a church outside itself:  

(1. A true church cannot be confined to its own 

immediate life and concerns. The very nature of a 

church makes it essential that it concern itself with 

others outside its membership with regard to their 

spiritual needs.  

(2. Examples and instruction both from our Lord and 

His Apostles bear out this fact. The personal efforts of 

the individual are included in this work of the church. 

(3. The sphere of the church's work is the world, 

beginning at home and moving outward to be 

worldwide in its influence. (Matthew 13:38) 

(4. The character of its work is to be Evangelistic, to 

provide adequate Bible Education, and to continually 

Evaluate itself for greater growth and effectiveness.  

(5. The method of its work must begin with its 

immediate surroundings and work out to other areas. 

This speaks of both geographical and spiritual areas.  

 

 

A person cannot read through the New Testament 

thoughtfully without being impressed with the fact that the 

Lord's church is always a local visible body. (Actually 

there are no adjectives ever used to describe His church. 

But it always evidences itself as local and visible.)  

 

It is evident from the scripture:  

(1. That Jesus Christ personally established His 

church, and that it was a local, visible assembly.  

(2. That Jesus Christ planned for His church to 

be His witness.  

(3. That Jesus Christ is the Divine Head and the 

church is under His authority.  

(4. That Jesus Christ gave His church its 

commission which states its purpose for 

existence and describes its worldwide ministry.  
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(5. That the established structure and inner life 

were given by Jesus for special measures of 

identity, preservation, and an effusive witness.  

 

His church, after its organization, was only an infant but 

was a fully organized, functioning church.  

(1. After calling His disciples to Himself, His 

first act as Head of His church was to ordain 

twelve to be Apostles. They knew little about 

being ordained and less about what it was to be 

an Apostle. Yet they were to have a major role 

in spreading the gospel, establishing churches, 

and being instrumental in codifying New 

Testament doctrine  

(2. His second action was to declare that the 

twelve would stay with Him and later be sent 

forth to preach. This would call for some drastic 

actions on their part.  

(3. Jesus then set about to teach His church. 

They followed Him everywhere He went. A 

representative number involving the Apostles 

and others, followed Jesus everywhere He 

traveled, and in this manner He was their 

functioning Head and their daily teacher in the 

Word of God. In His first sermon, the Sermon 

on the Mount, He expressed what He would 

expect of them as believers and church 

members.  

 

Jesus established a means to preserve His church and make 

it effective. He established a rigid structure and flexible 

inner life to insure its continuation through the ages. 
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Chapter 2 

 
Events Leading to Jesus Christ Personally 

Establishing the First New Testament, “His” 

Church! 
 

 

 

This is a progressive account of Jesus' ministry from His 

baptism to His establishing the first New Testament church 

and becoming its functioning Head. The ministry and 

mission of His church, under His direct leadership as Head, 

continues throughout His personal ministry and the entire 

New Testament. When Jesus was baptized of John the 

Baptist it signaled the beginning of His ministry. This took 

place in late 25 A.D. or the early spring of 26 A.D.  

 

 

 

Luke establishes the time by naming the rulers of the day. 

(Luke 3:1-3) The best estimate of the time when Jesus 

established His church was some 18 to 20 months later in 

late 27 A.D. or early 28 A.D. Jesus now has less than one-

half of His ministry remaining before He is crucified, 

buried, and raised from the dead. It is in these months that 

He keeps His apostles close to Himself, instructing them by 

concepts of stated truth, precept, example, and maintaining 

a close interaction between Himself and His church through 

the many days they were alone together as an assembly.  
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I. The first major event of the New Testament 

was God sending John the Baptist to announce 

the arrival of Jesus, Israel's promised Messiah. 

(John 1:6-8) 
 

A. God's direct message to Israel had not been heard in 

Israel since the ministry of Malachi and the close of the 

Old Testament. It had been nearly four hundred years 

since a prophet of God had appeared among His people 

with a message from God until John the Baptist appears 

on the scene with the announcement that the "kingdom 

of heaven was at hand." Though there had been a great 

drought of God's Word in Israel, there still remained a 

longing in the hearts of the people for the appearance of 

their promised Messiah.  

 

B. Without announcement, John the Baptist appeared in 

the wilderness preaching, "Repent ye for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand," or "the kingdom of heaven has 

arrived." (Matthew 3:1-2) John the Baptist declared that 

he was the one fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah, or "the 

voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 

way of the Lord, make his path straight.” (Matthew 

3:3; Isaiah 40:1-3) There was great excitement 

throughout all Israel at the appearance of John. His fame 

spread rapidly and people from all points came to see 

God's prophet, hear his powerful message of repentance, 

and the announcement of the arrival of their promised 

Messiah. John's appearance was probably late in 25 A.D. 

or early spring of A.D. 26. Luke dates the event of his 

appearance from the rulers of his day. (Luke 3:1-2) 

John's ministry was characterized by his person and his 

powerful message of repentance and faith in the 

promised Messiah. As far as scripture records, John 

never performed a miracle or preached in a city. His 
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ministry centered in the “kingdom of heaven is at hand” 

or your Messiah will soon be revealed to Israel.  

 

C. John was thirty years old when he made his startling 

appearance. Luke notes that Jesus was thirty years of age 

when He came to John to be baptized, and this would 

indicate that John's ministry had been in progress for 

some six months at that time. John's message was one of 

hope and judgment. He held out hope by announcing to 

Israel that their long awaited Messiah was "at hand." 

When asked if he was the Messiah, John answered that 

there was One infinitely greater than he that would soon 

appear. (John 1:20-23, 3:28) His message to those who 

came to him, literally bristled with words of Old 

Testament prophets declaring the judgment of God 

unless there was repentance and faith in the hearts of the 

people. As he preached, great numbers responded to his 

message. There was a steady stream of repentant sinners 

making open confession of their sins and expressing 

their faith in Christ. These were baptized in the Jordan 

river as evidence of their repentance and faith in Christ, 

and the people watched in amazement as this new 

practice of believer’s baptism was introduced.  

 

II. Jesus enters His ministry and establishes 

Himself as Israel's Messiah while moving 

progressively toward the establishing of His 

church.  
 

A. Jesus entered His public ministry at the age of thirty. 

He left Nazareth and went directly to the wilderness 

region where John was preaching to be baptized of His 

forerunner, John the Baptist. His baptism would mark 

the official beginning of His public ministry. (Matthew 

3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23)  
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B. John seems to have instinctively recognized Jesus as 

the promised Christ. A divinely promised signal from 

God, by which he would know the Christ when He 

appeared, had not yet been fulfilled. But the moment 

John saw Jesus he knew He was the One of whom he 

preached. (John 1:33-34) John hesitated when Jesus 

requested that He be baptized and stated that Jesus 

should baptize him rather than him baptizing Jesus. Our 

Lord responded by saying, "Suffer it to be so now: for 

thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he 

suffered him." So John and Jesus went down into the 

waters of the river Jordan and Jesus was baptized (fully 

immersed). (Matthew 3:15) Jesus was baptized as a 

confirmation that He was the promised Son of God. All 

others who came to John for baptism did so as an 

expression of their repentance and faith in Christ for 

salvation.  

(1. Jesus was baptized to confirm that He was indeed 

the promised Messiah and to introduce Him into His 

public ministry as the promised Son of God.  

(2. The members of the Godhead were present and 

confirmed that He was in truth the Son of God, 

Israel's promised Messiah. The heavens opened and 

Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit as Isaiah had 

promised. (Isaiah 61:1-3) There was the voice of the 

Father which declared His pleasure in His Son and 

His entering His public ministry. (John 3:34; Luke 

4:17-18; John 2:29)  
(3. Following His baptism, Jesus was thrust into the 

wilderness in a direct confrontation of the evil one, 

who contested His person and appearance as the sin 

sacrifice of the world. Jesus overcame the temptation 

in the wilderness and now was in full readiness to 

openly and publicly declare that He was God's Son 

and Israel's promised Messiah.  
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(4. John now had his sign! He knew that Jesus was 

the Christ, and this had been verified by the presence 

of the triune God. He knew that his ministry was 

being fulfilled. These events most likely took place in 

the late summer of 26 A.D.  

 

III. With Jesus being baptized, and being 

confirmed by the Trinity as the promised Son of 

God, Jesus enters His public ministry. 
 

A. Jesus began to make disciples from the very outset of 

His ministry. After His baptism and temptation, John 

introduced Jesus publicly to the waiting multitude as 

"the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 

world." (John 1:29) This was an expression all Israel 

understood, but in the end were not willing to accept of 

their Messiah. After this public introduction by John 

these were some who immediately left following John to 

become Jesus' disciples. There were other disciples who 

followed Jesus upon His return to Galilee. These 

disciples, and others who would come to Him later, 

would follow Him throughout His entire ministry and 

become His loyal followers, and leaders into the future 

after His death, burial and resurrection. (John 1:37-51)  

 

B. In the spring of 27 A.D., when the Passover drew 

near, Jesus and His disciples traveled from Galilee to 

Jerusalem to be present at this annual feast. This would 

be a very eventful visit, as Jesus would repeatedly 

confirm to Israel and its religious leaders that He was the 

promised Messiah, the very Son of God. (John 2:13)  

(1. Jesus declared His deity by performing numerous 

unrecorded miracles during this Passover. (John 

2:23) He declared His deity by identifying Himself 

with the Father. During this visit He cleansed the 

Temple, stating with authority, "this is My Father's 
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house," thus identifying Himself with The Father. 

(John 2:12-17) During this visit Jesus declared His 

deity by His message. There were those who doubted 

and disputed His claim to deity, challenged Him to 

give them a "sign" as proof that He was the Son of 

God. Jesus responded with the message of His future 

death, burial and resurrection. They did not 

understand His words, and later used them to accuse 

Him. (John 2:18-22) Nicodemus, in approaching 

Jesus said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 

come from God: for no man can do these miracles 

that thou doest, except God be with him." (John 3:2)  
(2. It was during this visit to Jerusalem that Jesus' 

identity as the Son of God was fully confirmed by His 

sinless life, His miracles, and His message. These 

would serve as the identifying marks of Jesus' deity 

throughout His ministry. These would be the areas 

His enemies would bring under attack as they sought 

charges against Him. These would be the means by 

which He would present Himself to Israel that they 

might accept Him as the promised Son of God. This 

account of His first Passover visit to Jerusalem after 

entering His public ministry is vitally important and is 

recorded only by John. 

 

C. With Jesus now having been publicly introduced as 

Messiah, and His identity being firmly established by the 

testimony of John, His own message, miracles, and 

ministry, John's purpose in coming had been fulfilled. 

He had done his work well in preparing the way of the 

Lord. It should be no surprise then that Jesus' ministry 

should begin to grow until it exceeded that of John. So it 

was "after these things" that Jesus withdrew, with His 

disciples, into the land of Judea and there enjoyed a very 

fruitful ministry. (John 2:22-23)  
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(1. Jesus and John were contemporary in their 

ministries for a brief period, both working in the same 

general vicinity of Judea. Both preached the same 

message and both baptized believers, though Jesus 

Himself did not administer baptism. (John 4:1-2) 

One of the basic differences between John and Jesus 

was that John preached a powerful message, but 

performed no miracles. Jesus both preached a 

powerful message and performed miracles to 

establish His deity.  

(2. It was during this time that Jesus' ministry literally 

exploded and surpassed that of John. To know Jesus 

was meeting with success was pleasing to John and 

he was content to know that Jesus' was being well 

accepted and acknowledged, "He must increase but I 

must decrease." (John 3:30) As Jesus ministered in 

Judea, He "made and baptized more disciples than 

John, (though Jesus Himself baptized not, but His 

disciples.)" (John 4:1-2) Great numbers accepted 

Him as the Son of God, their promised Messiah, and 

were saved and baptized. This was before Jesus 

established His church in Galilee.  

(3. These months from His baptism until this period 

in Judea, was for the explicit purpose of His 

establishing Himself in the minds of the people as the 

incarnate Son of God, Israel's promised Messiah. 

Great numbers accepted Him as their Savior, and the 

scripture is clear that they were baptized as believers. 

As His fame grew so did the opposition and hostility 

of the Jewish religious leaders. At this early date 

these religious leaders set about to destroy Him, 

having rejected Him as Israel's Messiah. Their 

rejection was in keeping with John the Apostle's 

word, "He came unto His own but His own received 

Him not." (John 1:11)  
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(4. Because of the increasing hostility of the Pharisees 

and when John was cast into prison, Jesus knew that 

it was time for Him to return to Galilee. John's being 

cast into prison signaled the end of his ministry, and 

that it was the time for Jesus to enter into a new phase 

of His ministry. He would return to Galilee to fulfill 

every prophetic requirement as Israel's Messiah. He 

did so by His message, preaching, "repent ye, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand." The sinless Son of 

God also performed miracles that He might fulfill 

prophecy concerning Him. (Matthew 4:12-17; 4:23-

27; John 4:3-4)  
 

D. Upon returning to Galilee, Jesus established His base 

of operation in Capernaum. From there He entered into 

an intensive preaching tour that took Him through all of 

Galilee. His fame spread rapidly and Jews from Galilee, 

Judea and Jerusalem came to hear His message and 

benefit from His divine power of healing. There were 

also great multitudes of Gentiles from Syria, Decapolis, 

and regions from beyond Jordan who came to hear Jesus 

and evidence His divine power through His miracles. 

Great numbers were saved through His Galilean 

ministry. (Matthew 4:12-17; 23-25) 

 

IV. After Jesus was well into His Galilean 

ministry He knew, by His schedule, it was time 

to establish His witness, which He would later 

call "MY ecclesia."  
 

A. From the time Jesus was baptized by John until His 

return to Galilee and the establishment of His church 

was some 18 to 20 months. Jesus entire ministry was 

approximately three and one-half years or some 42 

months. These first months were spent in His ministering 
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to Israel and confirming that He was the promised 

Messiah. Even as Jesus ministered to Israel as their 

Messiah He moved steadily toward the great moment 

when He would establish His church, which would be 

His witness to the world until the end of the age. (Luke 

24:47-48; Colossians 1:18)  
 

B. It was after Jesus was well into His Galilean ministry 

that, by His timetable, He knew it was time to establish 

His new witness, which He would call "My ecclesia." 

At the appropriate time, Jesus withdrew to a mountain in 

Galilee, where He spent a night in prayer. His disciples 

and the multitudes followed Him, not knowing what to 

expect because Jesus was always doing the unexpected.  

(1. In the course of His activity, Jesus paused and 

"called unto Him disciples." There was a stirring 

throughout the multitude as a host of believers 

responded to Jesus, "and came unto Him" at His 

invitation. As it has already been noted, the word 

"ecclesia" is composed of two Greek words "ek" and 

"kaleo" meaning "to call". Taken together it means "a 

called out assembly." It is used in reference to a 

multitude of people, as the multitudes that followed 

Jesus daily, but to a group who have been specifically 

called for a purpose and have voluntarily responded 

to that call. (Mark 3:12-13; Luke 6:12-1.)  

(2. Jesus no doubt informed the disciples which had 

responded to His invitation what He had done and 

what they had done. He then turns to that called out 

assembly and selects twelve of the group "whom he 

ordained apostles." Just what Jesus did as an 

ordination of the twelve is not recorded, but all knew 

these apostles were His special group in His newly 

established "ecclesia."  
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(3. These "apostles" would be those whom Jesus 

would work directly with and He gives them specific 

instructions. The special term Jesus used, "apostle", 

comes from the word "apostolos" and means "one 

sent forth with a commission to deliver a special 

message and to serve." He says of these twelve, 

whom He names: 

  

First, that "they should be with him." It is of great 

importance to see why Jesus would have these twelve 

remain with Him throughout His ministry.  

(1. As the Head of the church Jesus would function 

primarily through these disciples as His 

representative assembly. This would mean also that 

wherever Jesus would go from this point forward 

His church would go with Him. His church would 

have no permanent location because His ministry 

would take Him throughout the entire land of Israel, 

and now His church would be with Him wherever 

He went through the remaining months of His 

ministry. They would be His representative called 

out assembly. There would be hundreds and 

thousands of converts during His ministry, and 

these would serve in ministry, and baptize as they 

did in Judea before He established His church.  

(2. They were also to remain with him throughout 

His ministry for the special training He would give 

them. Under His ministry, Jesus would instruct His 

disciples in special ways and in New Testament 

truth wherever He ministered. He would prepare 

them for the time when He would safely entrust His 

work to them as His witness to preach the gospel to 

all nations, and maintain a teaching program in the 

local church as He would commission them. 

(Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 24:47-48) 
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Second, that "He might send them forth to preach." 

These would be under continual instruction by Jesus. 

Before His ministry would end, they would be thoroughly 

instructed in New Testament doctrine, and trained in 

ministry. It is evident that Jesus believed strongly in a well 

trained ministry. At the close of His ministry, Jesus gave 

these apostles special recognition for their efforts. (John 

15:15-16) At some point in the future there would come the 

time that He would send them forth to preach. They would 

be His voice, multiplied many times over, as they gave the 

message of His death, burial, and resurrection. (Mark 3:13-

19; Luke 6:12-18)  

 

Third, He assured His apostles that they would be 

given power to confirm the fact that they were His 

representatives and their messages were indeed the word of 

God. (Mark 3:15) There would be no written New 

Testament at the time of their ministry, and they would be 

presenting many new truths that were not as yet written. 

Also, there would be many false teachers who would 

willingly misrepresent themselves and the word they 

taught. Jesus was taking protective measures in behalf of 

His representatives by assuring them that His divine power 

would be present in their ministry. This power would be in 

their preaching and in demonstration that they were in truth 

God's men doing God's work. This would serve the same 

purpose that Jesus' miracles served during His ministry. In 

addition to the apostles, Jesus would use a host of called 

men, referred to as prophets. They would add to the voice 

of the apostles, in proclaiming the gospel in His name 

among all nations.  
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(4. They were no longer a loose knit group of 

disciples. They were now bound together by their 

common consent or mutual covenant that they would 

be His assembly, as He indicated. They were now His 

called out assembly or ecclesia, composed of saved, 

scripturally baptized believers, who voluntarily 

responded to His invitation to bond themselves 

together with Him as their Head. While the presence 

of the Holy Spirit is not directly mentioned, Paul 

verifies that the Holy Spirit tempered this group of 

believers together to become His body, and that He 

placed first in His church apostles. (I Corinthians 

12:24-28) 
(5. It was evident that every person who responded to 

Jesus' invitation that day could not follow Him as He 

moved continuously throughout the land, but His 

apostles could and did! He informed them that they 

were to remain with Him, and in doing so would be 

His representative called out assembly. Wherever 

Jesus would go from this point forward during His 

earthly ministry, His assembly would be present with 

Him. There would be more of its members present at 

times than others, depending upon where Jesus was 

ministering, but the twelve would always be present.  

(6. In this respect, He would always have His 

assembly with Him from that day forward. His 

church would minister under His instruction, 

wherever He ministered. His church would be 

instructed wherever He was at the moment. Jesus 

believed strongly in a thoroughly trained ministry and 

membership. At the close of His ministry He gave 

His apostles special recognition in this regard. (John 

15:15-16) Although there would be hundreds and 

thousands of converts during His ministry, and many 

of them were no doubt baptized believers and 

members of His church, it would have no permanent 
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location until after His ascension. It would come to 

be known as the church at Jerusalem.  

 

C. This unpretentious but profound action of Jesus in 

establishing His church is often overlooked, but it was 

one of the most significant moments in His ministry. 

Here upon the mountain away from the high activity of 

His normal public ministry, He brought into existence a 

new and entirely different living organism, through 

which He would live and function as its Head. This 

living organism, made up of frail believers, followers of 

Jesus, would be energized and directed, in a most 

personal manner, by the Holy Spirit as Comforter after 

the ascension of Jesus Christ. This new witness would 

become powerful and worldwide in its representation of 

Him and remain faithful to Him until the end of the age. 

(Ephesians 1:21-23; Colossians. 1:17-19; Matthew 

28;19-20)  
 

D. It is now probably late in 27 A.D. or early 28 A.D. 

Some eighteen to twenty months of Jesus' ministry have 

already passed. With approximately two years of Jesus' 

ministry remaining He would serve in the dual role, that 

of Messiah and Head of His newly established church. 

He would continue to minister in Israel as their promised 

Messiah, and would also function as Head of His newly 

established church.  

(1. With less than one half of His ministry remaining, 

as Head of His new witness, Jesus would teach this 

body of frail but loyal believers, and prepare them for 

the time He would entrust to them the entire work of 

evangelizing the world. (Luke 24:47-48; Colossians 

l:18) He must educate them in New Testament 

doctrine. He must train them to carry on beyond His 

earthly ministry and under the unseen leadership of 

the Holy Spirit. He must train them so He can safely 
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trust them to carry out His commission in a faithful 

manner to the Jews and Gentiles alike. (Luke 24:46-

48.)  
(2. To accomplish this He first focused upon the 

twelve whom He ordained as apostles. As you 

proceed through the New Testament you will become 

aware that It is through their combined ministries, 

with the Apostle Paul that the work of the Lord is 

preached in His name among all nations. (Mark 

16:15; Note also Ephesians 2:20.)  
(3. Churches today are established in the same 

manner. A group of scripturally baptized believers 

mutually agree to be bound together as a body or 

assembly to follow and serve Christ in keeping with 

His doctrine and the great commission. By this single 

New Testament pattern they too are tempered 

together into a single assembly, held together by faith 

and practice and their pledge to faithfully follow 

Christ in keeping the commission He has given to His 

churches.  

 

E. As you might well expect, these final months were 

thrilling and action packed as Jesus Christ presents 

Himself to Israel as their Messiah and as He functions as 

the Head of His church. We thrill today in His teaching 

and the manner in which He taught New Testament 

truths, preparing them to be His witness to the world of 

His wonderful salvation.  
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IV. The unique feature of Jesus' church was 

that He established it by a very rigid pattern, 

but made provision for a very flexible inner-life 

that would permit any people in any culture, in 

any period of time, worldwide, to fit His church 

to their present day in a scriptural manner. 
 

A. When the moment arrived for Jesus to establish His 

church, rather than make it an extension of the Temple 

system or model it after some existing institution, 

religious or otherwise, He created a witness so new and 

different and unique that it was like nothing the world 

had ever known.  

 

B. Jesus did not give His new witness a name at the very 

outset, but gave it an identity by the way it was 

structured.  

(1. This would permit it to be identified as His 

witness among any people, in any place in the world, 

in any period of time, in any culture, under any 

governmental system, and in any set of 

circumstances.  

(2. As the Lord gave His people Israel a Tabernacle 

as a place of worship in the wilderness that was 

totally new and different from anything they had ever 

seen or known He gave believers in Christ a new and 

totally different place of worship which He later 

called "my ecclesia." The Tabernacle was patterned 

is such a way that every aspect of it pictured Christ 

and His work, and was a place where He could and 

would dwell among His people. So Jesus introduced 

His witness, which would reflect, spiritually, His 

work in the believer and provide a place of where He 

would dwell, His people could worship, be instructed 
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in His ways and serve Him. (Exodus 25:40; Hebrews 

8:5)  
(3. The word pattern speaks of an architect's drawing 

or plans to be followed. The plans are very rigid, and 

if they were duplicated would produce the same kind 

of physical structure. While Jesus did not use the 

word pattern, He did structure His church so it would 

be readily recognized as His body by its faith and 

practice! It would duplicate the original that Jesus 

established on the mountain in faith and practice.  

(4. Paul uses his own experience of salvation as a 

pattern for others to examine and determine what 

constitutes real salvation. (I Timothy 1:16) He further 

admonishes Timothy to hold fast the form, or pattern, 

of sound teaching, or doctrine, which he had learned 

from the great apostle, "in faith and love which is in 

Jesus Christ." (II Timothy 1:13) Paul also 

admonishes Titus to show himself "a pattern of good 

works; in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, 

sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; 

that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 

having no evil thing to say of you." (Titus 2:7.) In 

the same vein as these which used this word pattern, 

Jesus established His church by a pattern He 

introduced that would insure that His church would 

remain true in its identity throughout the centuries 

until the end of the age. 

 

C. As far as the scripture record is concerned, Jesus 

would not give His called out assembly a name until 

some months later, in Caesarea Philippi when He would 

make reference to "my ecclesia." He chose to use a 

common place word that was well understood and give it 

spiritual application regarding the organizational 

structure and doctrinal pattern, thus changing the 

meaning of ecclesia from that time forward. Jesus knew 
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men would change the meaning of His witness to fit 

new, but false, patterns and doctrines, and call it His 

"church." So to protect His cherished witness He 

established it by enacting the meaning of the well 

understood word and giving it a new spiritual meaning 

that would identify His true witness worldwide until the 

end of the age.  

(1. The structural organization Jesus followed is that 

His church is to be composed of genuinely saved 

people who have been scripturally immersed, who 

believe the doctrines of the Word of God and 

voluntarily join themselves together in their mutual 

faith and commit to following Him in newness of life. 

His church becomes a temple where God dwells 

among His people, and directs their personal and 

corporate life. 

(2. The spiritual pattern is that His people follow His 

commission to evangelize the world. This is done by 

making disciples, ever guarding the practice of 

scriptural baptism, educating the members of the 

assembly, edifying the body from within, continually 

evaluating itself to function effectively in face of the 

place where they located and the day in which they 

live. He was careful to insure a well balanced, 

spiritual, productive, joyous, membership by 

providing a very flexible inner-life, as we shall later 

see.  

(3 The years have proven that Jesus' manner of 

establishing His church to have needed just such 

safety measures as He provided. Men have 

persistently tried to introduce new definitions, new 

methods, and even give new words to describe a New 

Testament ecclesia. Men are greatly divided today on 

what exactly constitutes a church, yet Jesus' structure 

stands and will stand throughout the age. Its roots are 

in the New Testament where Jesus Himself 
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established His "ecclesia" and determined its 

structure and mission.  

 

D. A careful study reveals the original word ecclesia, 

translated church, occurs in approximately 115 passages 

of scripture in the New Testament. It occurs 3 times in 

Matthew, 24 times in Acts, 62 times in Paul's letters, 2 

times in Hebrews, one time in James, three times in the 

Third Epistle of John, and 20 times in Revelation. An 

examination of the use of the word ecclesia in the New 

Testament reveals that the Lord's churches are 

changeless, local and visible. The Lord's churches are 

always given location and are made up of real people, 

meeting in congregational or assembly form. Five times 

ecclesia refers to an assembly of people other than a 

New Testament church. Acts 7:38 and Hebrews 2:12 

refers to the nation of Israel where a prophetic Psalm is 

quoted, (Psalm 22:22) Acts 19:32, 39 and 41 refers to 

an assembly of citizens of the self-governing Greek city 

of Ephesus. 

 

E. In this study of the New Testament church, we have 

progressed to the point of Jesus establishing His church. 

This is done by a very rigid pattern, ordaining apostles, 

and serving as its functioning Head as His disciples are 

commanded to remain with Him throughout the 

remaining months of His ministry. To this point we 

know little else, but Jesus will engage in an intensive 

teaching program to fully prepare, equip and finally 

entrust His work into the hands of His church to be His 

witness, that they might preach in His name among all 

nations.  

 

 

 

 



My Church Page 32 
 

The New Testament begins with John the Baptist 

awakening the nation of Israel to the soon appearing of 

their Messiah, and calling upon them to repent and express 

faith in the promised Son of God.  

 

At age thirty Jesus was baptized by John and officially 

entered His public ministry. His identity was confirmed by 

the Godhead at the time of His baptism. 

 

In Jerusalem, at the Passover, Jesus publicly identified 

Himself as Israel's promised Messiah by His miracles, His 

person in cleansing the Temple, and His message.  

Jesus ministered in the region of Judea and great numbers 

were saved and baptized. When Jesus learned that John was 

cast into prison, He returned to Galilee and called upon the 

people to recognize him by His message, miracles and 

person.  

 

At the appropriate time, Jesus established His church, and 

from that time forward fulfilled a dual role, that of Messiah 

and Head of His church.  

 

Jesus personally established His church during His earthly 

ministry, "my ecclesia" or "my called out assembly." A 

person cannot follow the early ministry of Jesus and His 

establishing His church without being impressed with the 

fact that the Lord's was a local, visible, assembly of 

scripturally baptized believers, who voluntarily joined 

themselves together to become His assembly. (Mark 3:13-

14; Luke 6:12-16.)  
 

In establishing His church, Jesus called His disciples and 

they came to Him at His invitation. In their responding as 

they did you have an assembly of believers bound together 

by a mutual faith and consent. This body of believers was a 

physical assembly that was spiritually tempered together to 
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become His body, and follow His commands as their 

functioning Head. (I Cor.12:24-28). 

Jesus selected a force of men, whom He ordained Apostles, 

to firmly establish His church in faith and practice after His 

ascension. The word Apostle means "one sent", "one sent 

with a commission", "one sent to represent another and 

give his message", or "one sent on a mission.". All of these 

would accurately express what Jesus had in mind with the 

twelve. To insure that this was indeed His church, Paul was 

inspired of the Holy Spirit to write years later to the church 

at Corinth, "And God hath set some in the church first 

apostles." ( I Corinthians 12:28) 

 

So Jesus is the Founder and the Head of the New 

Testament church. It was organized according to His plan 

and purpose during His personal ministry. His church is a 

local visible body of saved, scripturally baptized believers 

who are called out on the basis of their faith in Christ, and 

voluntarily respond to become His church.  
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Chapter 3 

 
Jesus Introduces the Truth That His Church 

Will Reproduce Itself to Become a Worldwide 

Institution, And Will Remain Until The End Of 

The Age 
 
"Upon this rock I will build my church (my 

ecclesia) and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it." (Matthew 16:18) 
 

The incident before us in Matthew 16:13-20 involves the 

fourth withdrawal of Jesus from His own country and 

people. Hostility against Him continued to mount and this 

provided Him the occasion to minister to the Gentiles and 

for the situation to cool some in His own country.  

 

On this occasion, Jesus and His church, referred to as His 

disciples, "came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi." 

(Matthew 16:13). Here Jesus would confirm the faith of 

each of the twelve and introduce some very important 

truths regarding His church and its future. with regard to 

the mission of the church this event has most aptly been 

referred to as "the very watershed of the gospel." 

 

I. Background of events leading up to this 

startling new truth. 
 

A. This is the first use of the word "ecclesia" in the New 

Testament, but as we have already seen, it was not the 

beginning of the Lord's church or assembly. Months 

prior to this occasion, on a mountain in Galilee, Jesus 

personally established His church. It was a local, visible 

assembly of people as the word ecclesia would indicate. 
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To use the word ecclesia to designate a "universal" or 

"invisible" church is to pervert its meaning. (See 

Addendum One) Among the Greeks, an ecclesia was an 

assembly of free citizens called out from their homes and 

places of business to give consideration to matters of 

public interest. We find the word so used three times in 

the nineteenth chapter of Acts, where it is translated 

assembly." (Acts 19:32, 39, 41) (New Testament Doctrine of the 

Church, J. Clyde Turner, pages 1-2). 
B. As noted, from the time Jesus established His church 

on the mountain in Mark 3:13 and Luke 6:13, He 

fulfilled a dual role declaring to Israel that He was their 

promised Messiah and also as the functioning Head of 

His newly organized church. (Colossians. 1:18, 

Ephesians 1:22) "Head" carries the idea of authority. It 

also expresses the vital relationship between Christ to 

His body, the church. In this regard, the scripture tells us 

He is Head over all things to His church. (Ephesians 

1:22-23) As Head, Jesus loved the church, directed its 

affairs, established its doctrine and standards, and gave 

Himself for it in life and in death. 

 

C. It would appear that Jesus selected Caesarea Philippi 

by deliberate design. 

(1. It was a very appropriate place to introduce to His 

church the great truth that "upon this rock" (Christ 

Himself) he would build His church. Caesarea 

Philippi was located at the headwaters of the Jordan 

river approximately 25 miles northwest of the Sea of 

Galilee. The city was built upon a large strata of rock 

which was several hundred feet high. This setting 

would serve to illustrate the truth Christ wanted to 

convey to His disciples that His church was built 

upon Himself, the great Rock, and not upon some 

person as the Apostle Peter's confession. He was its 

Founder, its Head, and its Foundation. Christ is the 
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Rock upon which His church is built! It is this truth 

He seeks to convey. 

(2. Our Lord does not use the word "build" in the 

sense of beginning or establishing His church. His 

church had been established months prior to this 

occasion. He uses the word "build" to establish the 

fact that He would strengthen it within through the 

New Testament truth or doctrines, through personal 

spiritual growth, and that His church would be 

perpetuated by its reproducing itself in numbers and 

continuing until "the end of the age." (Matthew 

28:20) 
 

II. Jesus moves to get a clear confirmation of 

faith from His disciples. 
 

A. In this passage Jesus carefully leads His disciples 

through a series of questions concerning Himself. First 

He asks, "Whom do men say that I the Son of man 

am?" A number of things had developed that could have 

possibly shaken their faith. It was therefore necessary for 

Him to confirm that they held firmly to the fact that He 

was indeed the Christ. 

(1. After He had organized His church Jesus steadily 

moved His disciples away from the traditional Jewish 

interpretation of the Old Testament Scriptures to a 

new understanding in the light of His teaching. Such 

instruction was life changing. 

(2. The religious leaders, or those most likely to 

recognize Him as the Messiah, had rejected Him, 

violently opposed Him and openly spoke out against 

Him. 

(3. Although He had firmly established Himself as the 

Son of God by His message, divine power of 

miracles, and sinless life, the people at large 
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continued to look upon Him merely as a man or some 

prophet. 

(4. Contrary to Jewish belief, there had been some 

Gentiles converted. 

(5. Perhaps the most threatening incident was when 

the people wanted to make Jesus King, and He had 

soundly refused. One question these disciples 

continued to wrestle with was the matter of Christ's 

establishing His kingdom as the Old Testament taught 

of their Messiah. 

 

B. In view of the circumstances it was important that His 

disciples reconfirm their new found faith that He was the 

Christ. He was now ready by His time-table to introduce 

them to some very important truths regarding His 

church, His place as Messiah, and His death, burial and 

resurrection. 

(1. He would reveal that His church would reproduce 

itself over and over again until there were many local 

congregations, each built upon Him, and each would 

be a complete church with Him as its Head. 

(2. While in truth He was the Messiah, He would not 

at this time establish His kingdom, but rather be 

crucified by the Jewish leaders; buried but would be 

resurrected the third day. 

 

(3. He would give His church limited authority to act 

in His name as His divine representative in this world. 

(4. His church, as an institution, would be perpetuated 

worldwide in span and continue until the end of the 

age.  

(5. These truths were major steps forward in the 

progress of the Lord's teaching about the purpose, 

mission, and witness of His church. 
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C. Jesus now asked His second question, "But whom 

say ye that I am?" They had observed Him and heard 

Him, but had they discerned Him? 

(1. If they shared only the popular ideas about Him, 

then He had more work to do. If they had been shaken 

in their faith by previous events, then He had to 

further instruct them in some truths. 

(2. The silence was broken by Simon Peter who spoke 

for the group and said, "Thou art the Christ the Son 

of the living God." (v. 16) "Thou" or "you" as used 

here indicates emphatically that they were saying 

"you" are indeed "the Christ the Son of the living 

God" in contrast to all the other existing views or 

claims of other persons. 

(3. Their firm answer demonstrated that they were 

ready for the other things Jesus wanted to teach. 

These truths would be based upon the two roles He 

had been fulfilling: the promised Messiah and the 

Founder and Head of the church. Their understanding 

of His Person, purpose, and mission will grow as He 

further unveils these truths. 

 

D. Peter spoke for the entire group. This was not a 

personal confession, but a confirmation of his and the 

other Apostles faith, that Jesus was indeed the Christ. 

This was Peter expressing their collective view (II 

Corinthians 4:6) 
 

E. Jesus answered with “Blessed art thou Simon Bar-

Jona,” and proceeds to inform them that such an answer 

does not come from human understanding but by 

spiritual enlightenment. Jesus explains, "flesh and blood 

hath not revealed it unto thee but my Father which is 

in heaven." (vs. 17) It was from God through His Holy 

Spirit. Because Peter had spoken for the entire group, 
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this blessing was bestowed on each of them. Others who 

come to this same realization have this blessing as well. 

 

III. Based upon this spiritual understanding, 

His newly organized church was in a position 

for Jesus to unveil some new truths regarding 

His church and His Person. Jesus continued, 

"And I say unto thee..,.. Thou art Peter." (verse 

18) 
 

A. Although Peter is referred to as the only person 

speaking, he spoke for the twelve or entire group. Jesus, 

in turn, speaks to the group through Peter. It is important 

to remember this, because several interpretations have 

emerged from this passage. 

 

B. Jesus took time to dwell on the matter of Peter being 

the spokesman for the entire group. He did not want any 

confusion to arise later as to His being "the Rock" upon 

which His church had already been established. He 

wanted it clearly understood that the church was built 

upon Himself and not Peter as an Apostle, or as the first 

pastor, or Peter's confession as some have tried to do, 

rather than upon Christ Himself. 

 

 

C. "And I say unto thee, Thou art Peter." (18. “I say" 

is emphatic. So, who is speaking? "The Christ, the Son 

of the living God." And what does He say? “Thou art 

Peter...” Peter (petros) means a "fragment" or "little 

stone." This is for the sake of positive identity. There are 

some, however, who hold that since Jesus used the 

singular pronoun "thou" in "thou art Peter," that He 

spoke to Peter as an individual rather than through him 

to the twelve, and that he is the rock Jesus speaks of. But 
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is this the correct meaning? Since Peter spoke for the 

twelve, may we not conclude that Jesus spoke to the 

twelve through Peter? To be sure we can! Jesus took 

care to use two different words, with two different 

meanings, and of different genders to make sure He was 

not misunderstood or His statement misinterpreted. (But 

we must say with great regret that His statement has 

been greatly misunderstood and misinterpreted!) 

 

D. As noted, the word Peter is the English word for 

petros which means a fragment of rock or a small stone. 

It is a word of masculine gender. Cephas is the Aramaic 

word for a small stone or fragment of rock. When Jesus 

first met Simon, He predicted that one day he would 

become petros (John 1:42), and now apparently he 

showed evidence of this prediction. He would one day 

stand before the throngs of people in Jerusalem on the 

Day of Pentecost and declare, "Ye men of Israel, hear 

these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of 

God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, 

which God did by him in the midst of you... ye have 

taken and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 

whom God hath raised having loosed the pains of 

death... therefore, let the house of Israel know 

assuredly... that same Jesus whom ye have crucified 

(is) both Lord and Christ." (Acts 2:22-36) Whereupon 

thousands will be saved and added to the church. (Acts 

2:41 Note also, Acts 4:10). 
 

E. In continuing the sentence, the Lord said, "And upon 

this rock I will build my church." The word here for 

"rock" is petra and refers to a large immovable strata 

like the great cliff on which Caesarea Philippi was 

erected. The word rock speaks of a large massive stone, 

or ledge, or strata. Petra is a feminine noun in gender, 

strange as it may seem, and as such stands in contrast to 
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the word used to designate Peter. When Jesus spoke 

these words it was with great emphasis, as though 

pointing to Himself. “The occurrence of the word "this" 

is one of three times in the New Testament where it 

stands for the speaker. The other two references are 

John 2:19 and John 6:58.” (From "Rivers in the Desert," vol. 2, #46, 

The Gates Of Hell, by R.S. Beal) 
 

F. With such explicitness on the part of Jesus, these 

disciples could not help but understand that He was 

saying He was the Rock upon which the church was 

established and that it would be perpetuated.  

(1. While Jesus recognized Peter as the spokesman 

for the group, He was impressing upon His church 

that He is the Head, Founder and Foundation for 

further enlargement and continuation. 

(2. He carefully differentiates between Himself and 

Peter by using two different words, of different 

meaning and of different genders: Peter, (petros) 

meaning a small fragment or a small stone, and is 

masculine gender; Rock (petra) meaning a large strata 

of rock and is feminine gender. 

(3. Certainly Christ is the Rock and not Peter. The 

overall teaching of the New Testament confirms this 

to be true. (Note I Corinthians 3:10-11, I 

Corinthians 10:4) The able English expositor, G. 

Campbell Morgan says of the term rock in the Old 

Testament, "If we trace the figurative use of the word 

'Rock' throughout the Hebrew Scripture, we find it is 

never used symbolically of man but always of God." 

(The Gospel According to Matthew, p. 211). (Note Deuteronomy 

32:4, II Samuel 23:3, Psalms 18:2) 
 

G. Continuing His statement concerning His church, our 

Lord says, "I will build my church." The word "build" 

did not, could not, mean to establish His church, for His 
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disciples knew it had already been established months 

earlier and had been functioning under His leadership. 

The word "build" is used here in the sense of taking His 

church, which was already established, and enlarging 

and strengthening it from within. He is also introducing 

the fact that His church would multiply into many more 

local, visible assemblies.  

 

H. There was to be no more than one church which Jesus 

established during His personal ministry, but there 

would be many local churches that would follow this 

original church which would reproduce itself many 

times over as they carried out the great commission. It 

was to be through His churches that the message of 

Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God and the Saviour 

of men would be declared, ultimately worldwide! 

 

I. So it is that Jesus begins to unfold the "mystery" that 

had been hidden in the heart of God through the ages, of 

how He would declare His work of redemption to the 

world "through the church." (Ephesians 3:10; Luke 

24:47-49) The work of redemption was to be 

accomplished through Christ. The message of 

redemption was to be declared through His church. 

 

J. What exactly did Jesus mean by the expression, "My 

church"? Jesus Christ did not coin a new word to 

designate His church. He took one that was well known 

and of common use, "ecclesia." 

(1. The "ecclesia," or assembly, was well known to 

Jew and Greek alike. It referred to a particular 

assembly of citizens who gathered together for a 

specific purpose as used in Acts 19:32, 34, and 41. 

When this group of free citizens was called out of 

their homes and businesses to give consideration to 

matters of public interest, they were a democratic or 
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congregational body acting within the framework of 

the stated laws of the Roman Empire. In this same 

context, Jesus established His church to represent 

Him as the King of this world in the framework of 

His established Word. 

(2. In the phrase "My church" the emphasis in the 

Greek is on the word "MY." MY is written before the 

word church instead of after it, and so it occupies the 

emphatic position. Jesus is saying there is no other 

assembly acceptable to God but His. He is this Rock 

upon which His assembly is founded. It will become 

His witness in the world, and will later be properly 

authorized to represent Him and His work of 

redemption. His church will function as a local visible 

assembly in congregational form. His church will 

grow in strength and continue even in the face of the 

threats, attacks and tactics of the "gates of hell." So 

the assembly of Christ will be a purely local and 

democratic assembly operating under the Lordship of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

K. There is still the expression, "the gates of hell" that 

must be considered. What does this direct statement "the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it" mean? The 

word prevail means "to have strength against.” 

(1. The phrase, "gates of hell" is a carefully selected 

statement on Jesus' part to describe the forces, the 

tactics and the attacks of the evil one against the 

commissioned witness of the Lord, His local 

churches. 

(2. "Shall not prevail against it" is the assurance 

Jesus gives to all His churches. He promises that the 

forces of evil shall not have overpowering strength 

against them. This does not mean that a single church 

will not be overcome at times. It does mean there will 

exist, and be witnessing for the Lord, local churches 
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throughout this entire church age. He reinforces this 

promise in Matthew 16:18-20. 

(3. Some would interpret this statement to mean the 

Lord has closed the gate and shut up the forces of evil 

to free the churches to work freely in declaring the 

gospel. Still others interpret this to mean the Lord 

hedges His church in for the sake of protection and 

preservation and they work effectively even under the 

threat of attack. 

(4. In either event, the Lord has several methods at 

work to assure the churches of succeeding, even in a 

godless world. One, His commission and promise to 

each church as it carries out His commission. Two, 

the active ministry of the Holy Spirit as He works in 

the Church as Comforter. Three, by the power of the 

gospel which continually works to bring men from 

darkness to light; from spiritual death to spiritual life. 

Four, by His careful attention not to permit the forces 

of evil to gain strength against His churches.  

(5. Although the Lord's church is an earthly 

institution, He will preserve it until it has finished its 

course or until the end of the age. It will be built up 

from within through doctrinal truth and spiritual 

growth. It will extend itself worldwide through the 

preaching of the Gospel. How encouraging these 

words must have been to His church in the face of 

growing hostility and rejection of Jesus Christ. They 

were reassured that Jesus was taking appropriate steps 

to protect and preserve His new witness, of which He 

was the functioning Head. They may not have fully 

grasped His complete meaning at the time, but they 

would soon learn that Jesus was introducing the 

concept that His church would be institutional and 

that the forces of evil would not hinder its extension, 

its abiding presence, and its message of redemption 

until the end of the age. To understand what Jesus is 
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saying here, several terms are listed below with their 

definitions. 

(a. The church as an institution, simply means all 

local churches at any given point in time. A number 

of scriptures speak to no particular local church but 

to all local churches (I Timothy 3:15, Acts 20:28). 

(b. The church as an institution will perpetuate 

itself. (Church perpetuity.) The word perpetual 

defines "perpetuate.” His church will continue by 

new churches coming into existence and ultimately 

on a worldwide scale. Each church will bear certain 

likenesses in doctrine and in structure. Each local 

church will be complete in itself, a particular 

church. Taken together all will be working to fulfill 

the great commission given by Christ to each local 

church. Illustration: To use the school in an 

institutional sense in no way suggests all particular 

schools become one giant school. 

(c. Perpetuity is fundamental to the Baptist faith. 

The church Jesus established was a local assembly, 

and would reproduce itself through the preaching of 

the gospel. Baptists hold to the truth that from the 

time Jesus established the first church, there has 

been a succession of scriptural churches until this 

present day by virtue of their perpetuating 

themselves through faith and practice. 

(1) Baptists of today claim identity with the church 

that Jesus established. 

(2) This is true because Jesus promised the church 

He founded would have a continuity of existence 

throughout all ages. 

(3) Churches we recognize as Baptist churches 

today are characterized by the same rigid structure 

of faith (doctrine) and practice as the first church 

and churches of the New Testament. 
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(4) Perpetuity is a doctrine. Three words have been 

used for this doctrine: perpetuity, succession, and 

continuity. 

(5) Perpetuity means we believe there has never a 

day passed since Jesus organized His church that 

such churches in faith and practice have not 

existed to bear true witness to Him. Scriptural and 

historical evidences point to this fact. 

 

IV. Jesus details the way His church will serve 

Him as His Witness. (19-20) 
 

A. Jesus declares to His church (disciples) “And I will 

give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” 
(1. "I will give" speaks of Jesus' giving the keys to 

the church at some point in the future. The fulfillment 

of this future promise was in Galilee, after His 

resurrection, when He gave to His church the great 

commission. (Matthew 28:19-20) The word "power" 

or "authority" Jesus used speaks of an authority that 

resides in His being; and He, in turn, is 

commissioning His church with that divine authority 

to be His witness in the world unto the end of the age. 

So the word is a New Testament word for authority. 

(a. This speaks of Jesus' giving His churches a 

rightful authority to act in His behalf. 

(b. His authority has been implanted in the church 

and becomes a part of its very make-up. The church 

is His authorized body to preach the gospel to the 

world, to baptize saved people, to maintain a 

teaching program within the church, and reproduce 

itself by its outreach. It has the authority to call its 

pastors, to send out its own God called missionaries, 

and to carry out its own church program. 

(c. This authority cannot be delegated by the church 

to an outside organization, committee, or board. 
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(d. As you can readily see this is the strong 

scriptural principle of the independence of the local 

church. Founded by Christ, given divine authority 

by Christ, soon it will be both commissioned and 

empowered by Christ to go into all the world and 

bring into existence other churches of like faith and 

order. 

(2. This authority given by Christ to the local church 

sets it apart as an independent body. 

(a. As an independent body, it recognizes Christ as 

its Head and the Holy Spirit as the Administrator. 

(b. As an independent body it recognizes the self-

governing powers given it are in the hands of the 

members as a body. No person or persons from 

within or without can scripturally take this right or 

authority to themselves. 

(c. As an independent body, it recognizes the right 

of the majority to rule and the minority to submit to 

the majority. This is congregational or democratic 

form of church government. 

(d. As an independent body, it is self-determining or 

initiates its own action in keeping with laws of 

Christ. This has reference to its inner life. 

(e. As an independent body, the action of the church 

is final. Its power cannot be transferred or alienated. 

(3. With regard to a church's having authority from 

Christ, "to bind or loose", has direct relationship to 

the Great Commission the Lord will give shortly. He 

will recognize the actions of a church as they follow 

in faith and practice. 

(a. He is authorizing the local church to represent 

Him in the proclamation of the gospel to the world. 

He expects this to be done in keeping with the 

pattern and future instructions to be given them 

before His ascension. 
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(b. He is authorizing the local church of which He is 

Head to administer the ordinance of baptism. 

Baptism by the proper authority is one factor that 

sets His church apart and keeps it a distinctive body. 

(c. He is authorizing the local church to initiate and 

maintain a teaching program. This program is to 

have at least two major areas: (1) the instruction in 

Bible truth, and (2) a means of practice or practical 

application in and through the church. 

(d. This point is made because there are times the 

idea of a church's being self-governing is interpreted 

only as the doctrine of church independence from 

ecclesiastic-ism. 

(4. The word "keys" has long been understood to be a 

scripture symbol of authority. So, Jesus is saying here 

that at some point in the future He would commission 

them with a limited divine authority (Revelation 1:8, 

3:7, 20:1) or give them the "keys to the kingdom of 

heaven." "Keys were given to the steward who had 

the responsibility of administering the affairs of the 

household of the master. Keys represent the power of 

administration." (Expository Notes On the Gospel of Matthew, W.A. 

Criswell, page 101) 
(5. The little word "thee" has long been a theological 

battle ground. There are those who contend it refers to 

Peter or to Peter's confession and, therefore, the keys 

Jesus mentioned were given to Peter and not to His 

church. Certainly, the Lord had no intended meaning 

here. As we have already noted, He refers to Himself 

as the Rock upon which the church was built. He 

holds the authority as its Head to commission Whom 

He will with power or authority. Here Jesus 

emphatically declares to His church, "and I will give 

unto thee (church) the keys (authority) of the 

kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 16:19) 
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(a. Roman Catholics and others interpret this is 

being directed to Peter alone since "to thee" is a 

singular pronoun. "Roman Catholics cite this 

passage as proof that they are the only true church, 

and that Christ built it upon Peter as the first pope. 

They hold that since Jesus used the singular ("thou" 

su ei Petros) that He spoke to Peter as an individual 

and that he is the 'rock.' Thus they speak of the 

primacy of Peter." (Hobbs, page 217) 

(b. As mentioned earlier, however, Peter spoke to 

Jesus for the entire assembled church, and now 

Jesus addresses the entire assembled church through 

Peter. Is this the correct meaning? To be sure, Jesus 

singled out Peter by name, but are we to assume that 

He spoke to Peter alone? Since Peter spoke for the 

twelve, is it not correct to conclude that Jesus spoke 

to the twelve through Peter? 

(c. Roman Catholics (and others) interpret this verse 

and especially the word "thee" as a basis of papal 

authority. Examination of the New Testament fails 

to reveal any primary position being accorded to 

Peter that would reflect such designated authority. 

Peter did serve as the first pastor of the church of 

Jerusalem and, while pastor, involved himself in 

extensive mission work. Peter regarded himself 

merely as a fellow pastor and claimed no such place 

of leadership. (I Peter 5:1) 

(d. Baptists, of course, reject this interpretation and 

claim, for the Scripture is very clear, that the 

authority rests in the Church, the assembly. This is a 

strong verse favoring a congregational form of 

government in the local church and the 

independence of the local church. 

(6. "The Kingdom of Heaven" began with the 

introduction of the Person of Jesus Christ by John the 

Baptist as the promised Messiah or King. (Matthew 
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2:1-2, 3:1-6) When Jesus came into Galilee, He, too, 

proclaimed the same message as John the Baptist. 

(Matthew 4:13-17) 
(a. The kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven 

are the same. There are some who endeavor to make 

a distinction between them, but they are used 

interchangeably in the Gospels. Matthew uses the 

term "kingdom of heaven," while Mark and Luke 

use "kingdom of God." 

(b. Jesus mentioned the kingdom 112 times, while 

he spoke of the church but twice. He described the 

nature of the kingdom and told men how to get into 

the kingdom. He called it “my kingdom,” just as he 

spoke of the church as "my church"; "Jesus 

answered, My kingdom is not of this world." (John 

18:36) 
(c. Kingdom (basileia) means rule, or reign. The 

kingdom of God is the rule or reign of God. The 

kingdom is not outward, something to be seen. 

"And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, 

when the kingdom of God should come, he 

answered them and said, The kingdom of God 

cometh not with observation; neither shall they 

say, Lo, here! or lo, there! for, behold, the 

kingdom of God is within you [or in the midst of 

you]." (Luke 17:20-21) 
(d. The church and the kingdom are not identical. 

The church is the divine agency for promoting and 

extending the kingdom. Again let me quote one of 

our distinguished scholars: B. H. Carroll said, "The 

kingdom and church on earth are not coterminous 

(having the same bounds or limits). Kingdom, 

besides expressing a different idea, is much broader 

in signification than a particular assembly, or all 

the particular assemblies. The particular church is 

the executive institution or business body, within the 
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kingdom, charged with official duties, and 

responsibilities, for the spread of the kingdom." 
(Taken from The New Testament Doctrine of The Church, by J. Clyde 

Turner, pp. 11-12.) 

(7. What then is the kingdom of Heaven that both 

Jesus and John the Baptist were preaching? 

(a. It is referred to as a kingdom and a kingdom has 

territory, subjects, and a king. With the coming of 

Jesus, the kingdom requirements were complete. 

The territory was the world: the king was Christ: 

and the subjects were those who received Him by 

repentance and faith. Jesus explains this in detail in 

the parable of the wheat and tares (Matthew 13:24-

30, 36-42) 
(b. The physical world was evident: the presence of 

the king was evident: but the real nature of His 

subjects was spiritual or by the spiritual life given 

those who expressed saving faith in Christ. This last 

quality was in contrast to the Jews' view that His 

kingdom would be established on the basis of the 

physical presence of the Jews and their nation. 

(c. Since the true identity of God's saved is known 

only to the Lord and by each one personally (for it is 

of the spirit, Romans 8:14-16), there will, no doubt, 

be some who merely make professions while others 

truly possess Christ in their hearts. Jesus explains 

this hidden aspect of His kingdom of Heaven as the 

wheat and tares growing together. Profession does 

not make a person a subject of Christ. It requires 

possession of Christ in the heart. Only the rapture of 

all believers will reveal the identity of those who are 

truly saved and mere professors. It is in this regard 

that Jesus calls His kingdom during His ministry 

and the witness of His church the Kingdom of 

Heaven. 

(d. The labor of the church is to present the Person 

of Christ to the world and has the rightful authority 
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to do this. Men are not coerced to become followers 

of or professors of Christ. Men are invited to trust 

Christ, therefore, you have the true and false 

professors. You also find true churches and false 

churches, side by side, both built around the person 

of Christ. 

 

(B. Jesus is not through yet. He further addresses His 

church and gives a staggering declaration. "And 

whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven" (Matthew 16:19).  
(1. As we have already noted, keys were given to the 

steward who had the responsibility (authority) to 

administer the affairs of the Head of the institution or 

household. In this same line of thought, Jesus now 

declares that when the church acts in its proper 

capacity as a steward, it will be acting in accordance 

with the plan and purpose of God in Heaven. 

(2. The phrase "bind and loose" was one commonly 

used in the religious circles of Jesus' day to indicate 

the forbidding or the permitting of something. 

"Furthermore, the phrase 'binding ... loosing' was a 

Rabbinical term relating to the scribe or teacher. In 

Rabbinical language 'to bind' was to forbid and 'to 

loose was to permit." (H.H. Hobbs, p. 221) 

(3. From the very nature of the phrase bind and loose 

one can readily see that the Lord is speaking to His 

church in regard to its exercising its authority, 

particularly in the realm of preaching the gospel. It is 

well to remember that a New Testament church 

always refers to saved people who have been baptized 

by the proper church authority and have voluntarily 

associated (or covenanted) together to worship and 

serve the Lord, particularly in the terms of the great 

commission. 
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(4. This phrase of the Lord's cannot be interpreted to 

mean that "heaven" approves of every action of a 

church after it has completed the action. Rather it 

means, "heaven" approves as the local church carries 

out its witnessing and serving and worshiping in 

keeping with the scripture. When a church knows and 

understands a scriptural course of action, it does not 

act to get approval, rather it acts to conduct itself in 

an approved manner or in keeping with God's word 

and the Holy Spirit's direction. 

(5. In the Greek text of "shall be bound ... shall be 

loosed," we are told that the verbs are called the 

"periphrastic future perfect passive." This expresses 

an action which took place in the past but whose 

effect is still existing in the present, and will continue 

to be in effect in the future. Literally, it is expressed 

"shall have been bound ... shall have been loosed." 

In effect, the binding and loosing were in heaven, are 

still there, and will continue to be there and be 

completed by the Lord Himself. So, here He is 

committing to His church the gospel which is to be 

preached throughout the world until the end of the 

age. (Luke 24:46-48) Our Lord formally authorized 

His church to bind and loose in its inner life on the 

evening of the day of His resurrection when he 

breathed upon His church the Holy spirit as the 

promised Comforter (John 20:19-23). He formally 

authorized His church to be a witness to the world on 

the Day of Pentecost, in the upper room when His 

church was filled with the Holy Spirit or empowered 

to be witnesses to Him (Acts 1:8, 2:1-4). "For the 

proper administration of affairs, Christ faithfully 

gave the promise of inspiration and "whatsoever thou 

shalt bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven 

(periphrastic, future perfect, passive) and whatsoever 

thou shalt loose on earth shall have been loosed 
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(periphrastic, future perfect, passive) in heaven." In 

Greek, the future perfect tense is used to express the 

double notion of an action terminated in the past but 

whose effects are still existing in the present." (W. A. 

Criswell, p. 101) 
 

(C. Jesus concludes His startling instruction by 

reinforcing the truth that His church would be an 

autonomous or self-governing body with the power to 

bind and loose in keeping with the Scripture. This body 

would have every right to execute or carry out the word 

of God. It would be expected to properly interpret and 

determine its course of action in a judicial manner. It 

was not, however, given legislative powers. This is 

reserved for "Heaven" or the "Head" Jesus Christ.  

 

D. The church does not have the power to make up its 

own rules or delegate its authority outside itself. It was 

to be congregational in its form of governing itself. 

According to this form, each church is an independent 

self-governing (autonomous) body. There is no super-

organization with authority to legislate for the churches. 

Each congregation manages its own affairs without 

interference from any other body. It recognizes no 

authority except that of Christ. Its membership is 

voluntary, entered into by deliberate choice. (Some of the 

blackest pages in Christian history have been written by 

men who sought to compel their fellow men to conform 

to their religious beliefs and coerce them into church 

membership.) Each member had equal rights and 

privileges with every other member. 
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In spite of events that could have shaken His disciples, they 

were firm in their faith that He, in truth, was the Messiah, 

the Son of God (13-15). 

 

Peter became the spokesman for the group and Jesus in turn 

answers the group through the Apostle Peter (17-18). 

 

To remove any possibility of confusion with the other 

disciples, and those who study the New Testament in the 

years to follow, Jesus makes a clear differentiation between 

Himself and Peter as the one upon whom the church is 

founded. He uses two different words for rock. He uses two 

words of two different meanings. He uses two words of two 

different genders. 

 

The phrase "I will build" as Jesus used it here, was not to 

suggest in any way the establishment of His church for it 

had already been organized or established months prior to 

this event in Caesarea Philippi. "I will build" speaks of 

Jesus' strengthening within with intense doctrinal and 

practical instruction. It meant, also, that His present church 

would grow in number. "I will build" also speaks of Jesus' 

church as an institution, or that it would reproduce itself in 

keeping with the law of reproduction stated in the book of 

Genesis, "after his kind." One local visible church would 

reproduce another local visible church, both being alike in 

structure and doctrine. The Lord's church as an institution 

simply has reference to all local, visible, scriptural, 

churches at any given point in time. 

 

The Lord's church will be Jesus' authorized witness in the 

world to preach the Lord's plan of redemption and provide 

a place for man to worship and serve. 
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Jesus assures His church that the gates of hell will not 

prevail or overpower or exert its strength against it to defeat 

it in its mission.  

Our Lord, as the Head, will give limited authority to His 

church to function and carry on His mission to the world. 

He tells them He will give them the keys to the kingdom of 

heaven. He says that He would give "thee," His church, this 

divine authority to represent Him.  

Jesus reassures His church that God will be with them and 

bless them as long as they act within the bounds of 

Scripture in their binding and loosing. 

 

Our Lord concludes His instruction to His church, by 

emphasizing the fact His church was to be a self-governing, 

congregational body with the authority to represent Him 

and His message of redemption to the world. In spite of 

events that could have shaken His disciples, they were firm 

in their faith that He, in truth, was the Messiah, the Son of 

God (13-15). Peter became the spokesman for the group 

and Jesus in turn answers the group through the Apostle 

Peter. (17-18) 
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Chapter 4 

 
The Comforter Has Come 

 

“I will pray the Father and He shall give you another 

Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; Even the 

Spirit of truth.” ( John 14:16-17)  
 

Jesus moved progressively forward with His church, 

teaching and preparing them for the time when He would 

entrust into their care His entire program of taking the 

gospel worldwide. He carefully and deliberately instructed 

His church regarding the necessity of His death, and 

resurrection. To this point they had not fully grasped this 

instruction of the Lord and were totally unprepared for the 

events that lay immediately before them. 

 

Jesus is now in the final week of His earthly ministry. His 

last days in Jerusalem were spent publicly declaring 

Himself to be Israel's promised Messiah. Privately Jesus 

continued to function as the Head of His church, making 

every effort to prepare them for Israel's final and complete 

rejection of Him as the promised Messiah, which would 

result in His being crucified. 

 

As opposition mounted against Him during this Passover 

week Jesus gave His last public discourse. It was directed 

to the Jewish leadership, who Jesus accepted as being in 

Moses seat, and the multitudes gathered in Jerusalem to 

observe the Passover. (Matthew 23:1-2)  He denounced the 

Pharisees with a series of scathing "woes." (Matthew 23: 

14-15, 16-22, 23, 27-28, 29-36) He closes His public 

ministry with a lament over "Jerusalem" which was 

representative of God's nation Israel and their religious and 

political leaders. He laments that they had not seen Him as 
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their promised Messiah, and had fully rejected Him in 

unbelief in spite of all of the evidences He had given that 

He was in truth the Son of God. Jesus cries out that their 

"house" is left "desolate," or that God has withdrawn 

from His nation Israel whom He had called to be His 

witness, and from His Temple where He chose to dwell 

among His people. (Matthew 23:37-39) He further declares 

that the Jewish nation would not see Him again as their 

Messiah until they willingly and openly accept Him as the 

One who suffered as their sin sacrifice. "For I say unto 

you, ye shall not see me henceforth till ye shall say, 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 

(Matthew 23:29) 
 

As He departed the Temple, He further shocks His listeners 

by declaring the Temple itself would be destroyed. 

(Matthew 24:1-2) He then took time to unfold the future 

for His disciples. He spoke of their future in serving as His 

church and our future as we serve until the end of the 

world. (Matthew 24:3; 28:20) 

 

Israel's final rejection would be climaxed in Jesus being 

crucified. His resurrection would signal that the time had 

come for His church to become His official witness, and act 

with full authority to preach repentance and remission of 

sin, in His name, among all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. (Luke 24:46-47) 

 

With only a few more hours to live, Jesus retires to the 

upper room where He will privately observe the passover. 

(John 13:1) Having fulfilled His final act as a son of Israel, 

Jesus now introduces to His church a new ordinance which 

will be observed in remembrance of His death, burial, and 

resurrection. (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 



My Church Page 59 
 

With these events behind Him, Jesus is now ready to move 

into the next important phase of instructing His church. He 

informs them that He is going away and One they know 

experientially will come in His place to guide them as His 

church. They will no longer be guided by His physical 

Person, but by the invisible third Person of the Godhead, 

who is the Spirit of truth. He will be sent to fulfill a new 

ministry as their Comforter or Paraclete. (John 14:16-17) 

our times Jesus repeats this promise of the Holy Spirit 

coming as Comforter. He goes into great detail of what 

they can expect of Him and His leadership. (John 14:16-

19, 26; 15:26-27; 16: 7, 12-15) 

 

 

I. The Promise of the Comforter. 
 

A. "Another Comforter"! "Another Paraclete!" In spite 

of His encouragement not to be troubled in heart, and to 

remain faithful in the face of the events and His going 

away, when His church first heard these words they 

afforded very little comfort. They would experience His 

words, "I will come again and receive you to myself" as 

He meets with them in the upper room on the evening of 

His resurrection, but they were mystified by it all at the 

moment. (John 14:3, 28-29) The question that was upon 

their minds was, "After He goes away, what then?" 

"How could even the Holy Spirit as Comforter fill His 

place"? While they do not fully understand all of the 

implications and have unanswered question they do 

know Him and He urges them to hold true to their faith 

and be strengthened in His promise.  

 

B. Jesus introduces a new ministry of the Holy Spirit. He 

would be their "paraclete" and would be permanently 

active. "I will pray the Father and He shall give you 

another comforter, that He may abide with you forever: 
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even the Spirit of truth." Jesus identifies the Holy Spirit 

with Himself as "truth." This should make it easy for 

them to accept. The word "another" as used by Jesus 

here, speaks of “another of the same kind", and not a 

different Paraclete.” He would send One like Himself 

who would take His place and do His work. He will be a 

gift from the Father to the church.  

(1. Jesus uses a very special word, "Paraclete" to 

describe a very special ministry of the Holy Spirit. He 

indwells the believer to keep him ever reminded that 

he is a child of God, and to carry out His purposes 

through him as His child. In His new ministry the 

Holy Spirit will indwell the Lord's churches through 

their membership, to enable them to function in 

carrying out Jesus’ purposes in their inner life and 

public witness.  

(2. The word "Comforter" was first used by John 

Wycliff. It is misleading in that it does not mean 

sympathizer so much as an advocate: "one who is 

called in to defend against accusation and to 

represent a client in court or to transact business for 

him." It is admitted to be an inadequate translation of 

the Greek "paraclete" because it does not properly 

represent the mission of the Holy Spirit in His 

ministry to guide and dwell within Jesus' local 

churches. It has served to associate Him with a 

ministry of soothing consolations rather than One of 

strength, conviction, power, and giving Himself in 

love for the church in the same manner the Lord did 

in His earthly ministry. (Ephesians 5:25) 

(3. The same Greek word was used by Wycliff in 

Philippians 4:13 as "strengtheneth" tells us He meant 

for the word to convey this meaning. The word 

"Comforter," when broken down into its Latin parts, 

clearly conveys this meaning. "Com" meaning "with" 

and "forte" meaning "strength." 
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(4. The Latin word "advocate" is synonymous with 

the Greek "paraclete." Both words share the same 

meaning, "to call to one's side for help." This is a 

legal term and is used especially when a person stood 

against an accuser or before a judge. This has led the 

Spirit as Paraclete being referred to as "the Divine 

Barrister." A Barrister in former days assumed a 

fourfold obligation when he undertook a case: 

(a. He was his client's representative,  

(b. He pleaded his cause,  

(c. He defended his name,  

(d. He guarded and administered his property. Such 

is the Divine Advocate. It is His office to represent 

Christ through the membership of His churches. 

Jesus is said to be our "advocate" in I John 2:1.  

(5. The use of the word "Advocate" in John 14-16 

conveys a clearer meaning of the intended ministry of 

the Holy Spirit. The best use, of course, would be to 

carry-over the Greek word "Paraclete" and use it in 

the place of Comforter. He is being introduced as a 

permanent resident. 

 

C. The Holy Spirit would be "another comforter", given 

by the Father.  

(1. It is very clear, the Holy Spirit as Paraclete is the gift 

of the Father to the Lord's church. He was given to 

provide the Lord's church divine leadership in the 

physical absence of Jesus Christ. The same thought of 

the Holy Spirit as the gift of the Father is introduced to 

those who were converted on the day of Pentecost. (Acts 

2:38) 
(2. The word "another" means one like Himself, and 

does not mean one of a different kind or one to take 

His place as a substitute. He uses the word "another" 

to mean One who would position Himself in the 

church through its membership. It means One who 
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would lead His church into truth about Jesus Christ, 

One who would glorify His name through His church, 

protect His interests, and direct in fulfilling His 

purposes through His church. He would be One who 

would be Christ's personal representative with one 

purpose in mind, to glorify Him only and not to speak 

of Himself or set Himself forward above Christ in any 

manner. (John 16:13-15) 

 

D. Jesus' disciples did not understand all He said to them 

at this time, this was obvious. "Why could they not go 

with Him?" "In what possible way would the spiritual 

presence of the Holy Spirit be preferred to the physical 

presence of the Jesus whom they knew so well?" It was 

in areas such as these that He wanted to quieten their 

hearts and impress upon them the importance of His 

going away and their receiving the gift of the Father, the 

Holy Spirit as their Paraclete.  

(1. In His earthly life Jesus was geographically 

limited by His physical person. He could not be in 

two places at one time, and this would limit His 

church for any expansion beyond where He could 

physically be present and function as its Head. His 

purpose was that His church would reproduce itself 

into many local assemblies, and that His message of 

repentance and remission of sin through His name 

would be preached to all nations.  

(2. How then would Jesus' absence enrich rather than 

deprive His present existing church? 

 

First, the Holy Spirit as Paraclete would bring each of 

His disciples, as church members, to a far more intimate 

relationship with Jesus Christ by His dwelling in His 

churches, and guiding them into truth about Jesus Christ, 

and glorifying Him through His church. 
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Second, when the Holy Spirit would come as His 

Paraclete, His omnipresence would know no limitations, 

and would serve to accomplish Jesus' purpose of His 

message being preached to all nations and the Paraclete 

dwelling in each local assembly that was established in His 

name. 

 

Third, His is an internal Presence, indwelling and 

guiding the church in its inner life, which means He works 

through the membership of a church to accomplish His 

purposes. From within the regenerated heart He carries on 

His sanctifying work as believer and as church member.  

 

E. Jesus instructs His church that "ye know him", He is 

"even the Spirit of truth." (John 14:16) The word 

"know" as used here means knowledge which is the 

outcome of experience, and not mere intellectual 

awareness. It is one thing to know about the Holy Spirit. 

It is another thing to KNOW the Holy Spirit 

experientially and personally. These disciples already 

knew the indwelling of the Holy Spirit as believers in a 

personal and intimate way. They were to know Him as 

members of the body of Christ in a personal and intimate 

manner as He worked through the inner life of the Lord's 

church and witnessed publicly of His redeeming work. 

Once the crucially important role of the Holy Spirit as 

Paraclete is understood, to ignore His gracious presence 

or neglect His inner working would be inexcusable.  

 

F. Jesus promises, "I will not leave you comfortless, I 

will come to you." (Vs. 16 and 18) 
(1. The word "comfortless" as used by Jesus here 

means "orphans." He is saying that He would not 

leave them orphans when He went away. His 

announcement of His going away troubled their 
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hearts but He assures them He was not going forsake 

them for other plans.  

(2. His promise was, "I will come to you." He did 

return to His church in His glorified body after His 

death and resurrection. John 20:21. They enjoyed His 

presence and His intense teaching program for forty 

full and fruitful days before He ascended to the 

Father. But this would not last! After forty days Jesus 

ascended to His Father. 

(3. The Holy Spirit will be given as "another 

Paraclete" and will be with them permanently, and 

would be in them. (John 14:16-17) Through His 

presence and ministry He would fill every vacancy in 

their life that Jesus' departure has created. He would 

be One who would fill their lives with the Person of 

Christ as Jesus had filled their lives with Himself. He 

would give strength, act in their best interest, and 

support them with His presence through the local 

church. 

 

II. The Holy Spirit as Paraclete is to minister 

greatly in the inner-life of His church. 
 

A. The ministry of the Holy Spirit as Comforter was to 

empower and minister to His church in its inner life. He 

would minister in filling their lives with Jesus' Person 

and presence. The church's being empowered for public 

witness would be given in a special way on the day of 

Pentecost.  

 

B. "He will teach you all things." vs. 26 The concept of 

divine authority is conveyed in the phrase, "in my 

name." The meaning here is that one person acts upon 

the authority of another. The Holy Spirit, sent in the 

name of Jesus, would come with His authority; and the 

message of the Spirit would be received as if Jesus 
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Himself were speaking. This is borne out by Paul in his 

letter to the Corinthians. I Corinthians 2:13  

 

C. He shall “bring all things to your remembrance, 

whatsoever I have said unto you.” (John14:26) In one 

sense remembrance implies learning, for men cannot 

remember what they do not know. In another sense it 

means the power of spiritual recall. There were many 

things that they could not understand at the time Jesus 

taught them, but when He opened their understanding 

after the resurrection these things were brought to their 

remembrance. (Luke 24:44-45) 

 

D. Through His presence and ministry Jesus assures 

them that they will enjoy His provision of “My peace.” 

(John 14:27) His peace would not consist of freedom 

from turmoil and suffering, but provide a calm 

unwavering devotion to the will of God. Peace as the 

world gives consists of the absence of disturbance in life. 

He admonishes them again, "Let not your heart be 

troubled, neither let it be afraid". 
 

E. "He shall testify of Me," and they in turn would 

"bear witness" of Him. (John 15:26-27) The witness of 

the Spirit will be powerful as He will make known Jesus 

to His church. His witness will come with supernatural 

insight and conviction to demonstrate the reality of Jesus 

Christ. The result will be in the transformed lives of His 

disciples, which is an unanswerable argument to the 

world.  

 

F. "He will guide you into all truth." (John 16:13) 

Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit every member of 

His church would be provided individual, authoritative 

instruction and understanding of truth. The truth will 

lead to a more full revelation of Christ for "he shall not 
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speak of Himself." It would be the individual's choice to 

accept or reject these principles and precepts made clear 

by the Holy Spirit.  

 

G. "He will shew you things to come." (John 16:13) 

This does not necessarily mean that He will unfold the 

future. It speaks more directly of the assurance that a 

walk by faith brings to the life of the believer/church 

member. H1S manner of showing things to come is to 

bring appropriate recognition and glory to Christ. The 

explanation of this aspect of His ministry is, "he shall 

receive of mine and shew it unto you." (John 16:14) 
 

H. "He shall not speak of Himself" but rather "He 

shall glorify me." (John 16:13-14) He does not exalt 

Himself over the Person and work of Christ. He glorifies 

Christ by taking from His Person and work and 

revealing, enlightening, teaching, and guiding the 

believer into the truth about His wondrous Person.  

 

I. This is but a partial list, but it expresses the full 

manner the Holy Spirit ministers in the inner life of the 

Lord's church. Nothing is mentioned about going into 

the world or witnessing to the world at large as yet. All 

He has promised is in reference to His being active in the 

membership of His church. When Jesus appears to His 

church on the evening of His resurrection, He fulfills this 

promise of giving the Holy Spirit to His church in power 

for their inner.life. (John 20:19-23) 

 

III. Jesus gave a special, detailed emphasis to 

the threefold convicting work of the Holy Spirit 

as His Paraclete. (John 16:7-11) 
 

A. As chapter 16 opens, Jesus is urging His church not 

to become offended because the world does not 
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accept Him or the message of the Gospel. He has 

introduced the fact that as the world treated Him it 

will treat His church in the same manner as it 

ministers the word of God. (John 15:18) Now He 

reinforces this fact by calling attention to the fact 

that the world did not accept Him when He was 

present, and it will not readily accept Him when the 

Holy Spirit is present to declare Him through His 

local churches as they bear witness of Him. (John 

15:26-27; 16:1-6) "When He is come" is a 

recurring clause throughout Jesus' final message to 

His church, and it sheds helpful light on this 

important aspect of the Holy Spirit's new office work 

as Paraclete. 

 

B. Jesus told His church, "Nevertheless I tell you the 

truth; it is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go 

not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if 

I depart I will send him unto you." (John16:7) What 

we shall see in these verses regarding the ministry of the 

Holy Spirit's work in the days immediately following 

His ascension applies to the experience of this New 

Testament church and to us today. His church 

experienced both His being their Head and Guide while 

He was physically with them, and the transition from 

His physical presence to the invisible, spiritual 

leadership of the Holy spirit as "another Comforter". 

Today His churches know only the leadership of the 

Holy Spirit as His Paraclete, therefore these verses 

should come alive to each of us as members of His local 

assembly.  

 

C. Jesus relates three aspects of the Spirit's work through 

His church the use of three main verbs, "He will 

convict" John 16:8; "He will guide" John 16:13; "He 

will glorify" John 16:14.  
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(1. "Convict" is a legal term which means "to refute 

an adversary completely; to prove guilt so as to bring 

an acknowledgment of the truth of the charge." IT 

IMPLIES PRESENTING EVIDENCE AND 

SUCCESSFUL ACTION AGAINST AN 

OPPONENT THAT RESULTS IN ESTABLISHING 

HIS GUILT AND WHAT SHOULD BE DONE 

THAT IS RIGHT.  

(2. "Guide" "implies leadership for a persos who is 

interested in traveling on the right path, but who 

needs help in finding it." 

(3. "Glorify" has several meanings in John, but here it 

can be understood as "display to the best advantage," 

"extol." 

(4. The Holy Spirit works to accomplish this IN and 

THROUGH His church, which is directed both to 

church members as saved people and to the 

unbelieving world at large, to being them to accept 

Christ as their Saviour. Primary to all His work is to 

lift up Christ, extol His Person, and bring individuals 

to joyfully know Him as Saviour and Lord.  

 

D. The work of the Holy Spirit as Comforter applies in 

three stated areas: sin, righteousness, and judgment. This 

is not an over-simplification of the Holy Spirit's activity, 

but places it in three major realms in which He works.  

(1. Sin is always under attack by the Spirit of God. He 

is always directing His activities toward exposing sin, 

and making the individual recognize sin as sin. He 

strives to bring the individual to acknowledge sin 

before God, and gives spiritual guidance and strength 

to overcome sin in his life.  

(2. Righteousness speaks of the Spirit's work to speak 

out against man's self-righteousness, to define true 

righteousness in Christ, to lead the unbeliever to 

accept Christ who gives righteousness to the ungodly, 
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and to direct the believer to live righteously as a child 

of God. This was Christ's work while on earth and is 

now to be the Spirit's work through the Lord's church. 

As the Spirit of truth, His message and work will be 

the same as that of Jesus and will be directed to the 

hearts of men.  

(3. Judgment! There is always an accounting before 

God for ones, thoughts, intents, motives and 

decisions.  

a. There is accountability before God of Satan. He 

was judged of God before the foundation of the 

world as is stated by Jesus in verse 11. This 

judgment was manifested by Jesus on the cross 

where he defeated Satan as the one who holds the 

power of death and abolished death by His laying 

down His life and no man taking it from Him. 

(Hebrews 2:14, II Timothy 1:10, I Peter 1:18-20, 

John 10:15-17) It still remains for him to be 

sentenced in his judgment to this eternal 

confinement. 

b. There is accountability before God of the 

unbeliever. Like all men the unbeliever will reap 

what he sows because he is a rational human being 

who can make moral decisions. But spiritually he is 

already condemned and will be consigned as an 

unbeliever to a Christ-less eternity in his unbelief. 

(John 3:17, 36)  
c. The believer must also account for his life as a 

believer. He is responsible for his own thoughts, 

feelings, motives, and decisions. The Lord has 

provided His church as the place where he can be 

taught and established as a believer. It is through the 

Lord's church that he is given the opportunity to find 

refuge with others of God's people in a godly 

atmosphere and work faithfully as His child. There 

will be a time, however, when he must stand before 
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the Lord and give an account of the deeds done in 

his body, and be rewarded for that which is 

acceptable and experience loss for that which is not 

acceptable to God. (II Corinthians 5: 10) 

d. All stand before the Lord, but all do not stand 

before the Lord for the same reason. Each is judged 

in his own place. The law of God that man will reap 

what he sows remains ever true. 

(4. These three areas become the message of the 

Lord's church in some form or fashion as the Holy 

Spirit lives, works and directs in truth. He maintains a 

constant pressure upon all people with the message of 

truth in an effort to bring him to acknowledge his 

need of Christ, in whatever aspect of truth he needs 

for his life at the moment. His ultimate objective is to 

see men respond favorably, in faith to truth. He 

guides with this intent in mind.  

 

IV. The Holy Spirit as Paraclete, is given to the 

church by Jesus on the evening of His 

resurrection. (John 20:19-23) 
 

A. Nothing has been said to the church yet about their 

going into all the world with the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Jesus did state they would be witnesses of the 

things He would do in regard to the coming of the Holy 

Spirit to take His place in the church because they had 

been with Him from the beginning. (John 15:26-27) 

 

B. Now in keeping with His promise that He would 

come to them again, and would not leave them 

"orphans," Jesus appears to His church on the evening of 

His resurrection, ready to give them the promise of the 

Holy Spirit as Comforter.  
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C. Jesus speaks peace to each of them to reconfirm their 

faith, and gave the first of four commissions, "As my 

Father hath sent me so send I you." Vs 20-21. This is 

the only commission recorded in John. (Note Matthew 

28:19-20, Luke 24:44-51, Acts 1;3-11) 
 

D. At this point in this church meeting, Jesus "breathed 

on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 

Ghost." (Spirit) Vs22. While it is not stated, without 

question, those present experienced the receiving of the 

Holy Spirit as the promised Paraclete. There was no 

signs from heaven. There were no speaking in tongues. 

There was no witnessing. There was no unusual 

behavior. There was only quiet worship as each member 

acknowledged Christ and the risen Son of God. 

(1. There would be a second giving of the Holy Spirit 

as Paraclete. This would occur fifty days later on the 

Day of Pentecost. It would be for a totally different 

purpose, to empower His church to be His public 

witness.  

(2. This resurrection evening, which was the first day 

of the week, was given to empowering the church in 

its inner life. Jesus would breathe upon them the Holy 

Spirit as the promised Paraclete, and under His divine 

power they would receive Him in the Person of His 

new ministry.  

(a. The basic name, "Spirit" or "Spiritus," is the 

Latin synonym for the Greek "pneuma." Both words 

signify "breath" or “wind.” Both thoughts are 

applied to the Holy Spirit when Jesus “breathed on 

them and said, receive ye the Holy Ghost.” He 

became the quickening Spirit within the church to 

lead it as Jesus had promised; and He was to dwell 

within the church permanently. On the Day of 

Pentecost the coming of the Holy Spirit is not as a 

quiet breath, but as the sound of a mighty blast of 
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wind. In both instances He came in power. As 

breath He came to give power in the inner life of the 

church. As the sound of mighty wind, He came to 

indicate the power they would receive to witness.  

(b. The word "receive" conveyed the meaning that 

the Spirit was imparted into their very person. He 

was the Spirit of truth as Christ Himself was, and in 

this respect it was Christ coming into His body, the 

church by the Person and ministry of the Holy Spirit 

as His Paraclete.  

 

E. The entrance of the Holy Spirit into His church on 

this resurrection evening was to place His church in the 

position of reproducing itself by the omnipresence of the 

Holy Spirit as opposed to Jesus being limited to one 

place at a time in His physical body. The spirit will not 

only abide permanently in His church, but 

simultaneously in future local churches at any given 

point in time.  

 

F. The entrance of the Holy Spirit was a fulfillment of 

the promise made to His church when He met with them 

in Caesarea Phillipi. (Matthew 16:19-20) Clearly He is 

giving them the authority from His very person as the 

Son of God to direct the inner life of the church under 

the guidance of the Spirit as Comforter. As in Matthew, 

the words of Jesus actually state, "whatsoever thou shall 

bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and 

whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall have been 

loosed in heaven." The church is to carry out His will 

and His word through the direction of the Holy Spirit. 

This statement of Jesus does not suggest that the Father 

will conform to the voice of the church, but that the 

church obeys His voice under the direct leadership of 

now present promised Paraclete or Advocate. How then 

does the local church "remit" or "retain" a person's sin? 
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"Bind and loose," in a sense, was a common expression 

among the Jews of Jesus' day, used to express forbidding 

or allowing something. No other terms were in more 

constant use in Rabbinic canon law than those of binding 

and loosing. They represent the executive and judicial 

powers of the Rabbinic office. (Some ascribed to 

themselves legislative powers.) These powers Christ 

now promised to His church, reserving the legislative 

power to Himself as Head. (The Catholics assume 

legislative powers in the Pope.) The construction is 

future perfect, passive, periphrastic transitive, "will have 

been bound," "will have been loosed." It is the Lord's 

church carrying out heavens decisions, not heaven 

ratifying the church's decisions. (Linguistic Key To The Greek New 

Testament, page 49) 
 

G. The meeting of the Lord with His church in the upper 

room is enlarged upon by Luke. (Luke 24:36-53) 

(1. Luke notes that Jesus showed them His wounds. 

To prove Himself real He invited them to handle 

Him. He also sat down and ate a meal of broiled fish 

and honeycomb to prove that He was real and alive.  

(2. Jesus expounded the Word of God and reminded 

them the events of the last three days were in 

fulfillment of the things written in the law of Moses.  

(3. He opened their understanding, which is their 

receiving the spirit of truth to make the events 

understandable and the word meaningful.  

(4. He points out His death was necessary and He 

commissions them to preach this message to all 

nations.  

(5. They are to wait for the second empowering of the 

Holy Spirit, and will at that time become His public 

witness.  
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(6. His ministry is completed, the church is fully 

authorized to function under the direction of the Holy 

Spirit, and so Jesus ascends to the Father. 

 

H. To this point there has been introduced the Promise of 

the Holy Spirit as Paraclete. The Holy Spirit as the 

Promised Paraclete is to minister greatly in His body, the 

local church. Jesus gave a special, detailed emphasis to 

the three-fold work of the Holy Spirit as His Paraclete. 

The Holy Spirit as Paraclete is given to His church on 

the evening of His resurrection to empower it in its inner 

life.  
 

V. Jesus Commissions His Church in Galilee. 

(Matthew 28:18-20)  

 
A. Jesus has been preparing His church for His departure 

and their taking their place as His divine representative. 

As He nears the time when He will return to His Father, 

the Holy Spirit as His Paraclete was given to His church 

in a most impressive and reverent manner. He was to be 

their constant Companion and Counselor. He was to 

come to them as the Omnipresent Holy Spirit would 

serve in directing His church in fulfilling Jesus' purpose 

that "repentance and remission of sin be preached in 

His name among all nations beginning at Jerusalem." 
Through the omnipresent Holy Spirit He could reach all 

men through His church, which is His body. By contrast 

Jesus, though incarnate, was able to be in only one place 

at one time in His physical body. The omnipresent Holy 

Spirit, now firmly established in the church, was to serve 

as Vicegerent of His church and the One who would 

carry out the Great Commission. The appearance of the 

promised Paraclete now makes the commissioning of 

His church essential. The omnipresent Holy Spirit would 

not seek to exalt Himself. His only mission would be to 
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bear witness of Christ and glorify Him in making Him 

real to men. 

 

B. The forty day period between His resurrection and 

ascension was filled with activity. Jesus spent much of 

the time confirming His resurrection by many infallible 

proofs. This would imply that He was dealing with far 

more than the fact of being raised from the dead. He 

very likely was instructing in those things they were not 

previously able to bear. This time with His church was 

also used in calling things He had taught to their 

remembrance, and giving greater understanding through 

the ministry of the Holy Spirit with regard to their place 

as His body. He had some remaining commandments 

which He gave regarding their future activities. It was an 

intensive period of instruction for His church. This forty 

day period was climaxed on a mountain in Galilee where 

He formally commissions His church to "go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 

Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 

I have commanded you: and Lo, I am with you alway, 

even unto the end of the world." 
 

C. Jesus met with His church at an appointed mountain 

in Galilee, at a prearranged time. (Matthew 28:16) It is 

evident from the context that there were more than the 

eleven disciples present.  

(1. Jesus again declares that as the very Son of God 

He has all power or authority, "All power is given me 

in heaven and in earth." The word used here speaks 

of authority that is resident in Him as the Son of God. 

He, as God, has authority and the power within 

Himself to convey or give a delegated portion of His 

authority to His church to carry out His commission. 
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His church not only has every right to act in His 

name, but is expected to act only in His name.  

(2. He issues the command to "Go" and teach the 

Gospel to all "nations" or mankind. It is a message 

for the world, and has to be repeated with every new 

generation. It is not a work that will be completed. 

The gospel must be preached, worldwide, with every 

succeeding generation. It is a continuing commission 

until His church has finished its course at the end of 

the age.  

(3. The end result of the commission is to make 

disciples. Disciples is used here in a twofold sense:  

One, to bring men to be saved by faith in Christ;  

Two, to teach them to be submissive to His Word as 

saved church members.  

(4. "Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Baptism now 

becomes an ordinance of His church. Before this time 

the authority to baptize rested in John the Baptist, and 

Jesus’ disciples. Now He gives the authority to 

baptize to His church. Baptism is the one single fact 

that keeps Jesus' church separate from the rest of the 

religious world. If it were not for His churches 

guarding their identity through the prerequisites and 

scriptural practice of baptism, the gates of hell would 

prevail against His church.  

(5. They are to preserve their God given identity 

through an intense teaching program. “teaching them 

to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 

you." This statement indicates that New Testament 

doctrine had been completely formulated by the 

instruction of the Lord to His Apostles and church as 

a whole. (Ephesians 2:20) To observe speaks of the 

high regard every member is to have for the Word of 

God being declared through His church. The purpose 
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of learning the Word of God is to put it to practice in 

life. 

(6. His promise to always be with His church is 

fulfilled in Himself of course, and also in His promise 

that the Holy Spirit as Paraclete would be with and in 

His church permanently. (John 14:16-17)  

(7. His promise to be with His church until the end of 

the world or age indicates that His church is an 

earthly institution for the purpose of preaching 

repentance and remission of sins to all people, and to 

teach His people the Word of God in a way that 

prompts faithful obedience in life.  

 

D. Jesus anticipated some things from His church as He 

gave the Great Commission. These truths had already 

been taught and were now to be faithfully practiced and 

taught to others. 

(1. He anticipated obedience from His church. The 

church was to recognize His Headship and follow His 

commission.  

(2. He anticipates love for Him and for one another. 

He anticipates love for the unsaved world.  

(3. He anticipates a readiness on their part to do all 

that is required to go and make disciples. This would 

involve people, time and money.  

(4. He anticipates they will yield to the direction of 

the invisible, omnipresent Holy Spirit as Paraclete.  

(5. He has emphasized that the success of their work 

as His witness would depend largely upon the internal 

conditions of the church or its inner life, therefore it is 

incumbent upon them that they develop a strong 

healthy "body" or inner life.  
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Jesus’ closing words to His disciples/church members was 

spoken on another mountain near Jerusalem. Here He 

instructs His church to remain in Jerusalem until the 

promise of the Father is given them. (Acts 1:4) They will 

recognize His promise by the special experience of being 

immersed in the Holy Spirit and by being empowered by 

the Holy Spirit to be His witnesses. (Acts 1:8) This final 

command and promise completed His earthly ministry. He 

"was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 

sight." Angels were present to direct His church to 

Jerusalem where they were to wait as they had been 

instructed. His fully prepared church would now undertake 

the task of preaching the gospel to all people; establishing 

new churches by the same pattern they were established; 

and perpetuating His witness until the end of the age.  
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Chapter 5 
 

THE EVENTS OF THE DAY OF 

PENTECOST 
 

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 

they were all with one accord in one place.” (Acts 

2:1) 
 

Jesus' has moved progressively through His earthly 

ministry until now He is within just a few moments of 

ascending to be with the Father where He will remain until 

His return for His saints at the Rapture. He has consistently 

declared Himself to be the promised Messiah, the Christ. 

He has publicly functioned as the Head of His church, since 

He personally founded and commissioned it to be His 

witness in the world until His return. Now His earthly 

ministry has ended and He is ready to entrust His church 

with the mission of being His witness under the direction of 

the Holy Spirit in its inner life and to the world at large. 

 

In our study thus far, three of the four objectives mentioned 

at the beginning of the course have been covered, the origin 

of His church, the structure or pattern of His church, and 

the inner life of His church. After thorough preparation His 

church is now ready to enter its long range, long term 

mission that will become worldwide and continue until the 

end of the age . 

 

At this point Jesus instructs His church to wait for the 

promise of the Father. This promise will signal the 

beginning of their mission and introduce them into their 

public ministry. “And behold I send the promise of my 

Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem 

until ye be endued with power from on high." (Luke 
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24:49) The Holy Spirit Himself would be the power the 

Lord would bestow upon and within His church. When the 

promise of the Holy Spirit would come, His church and the 

entire city of Jerusalem would be made aware of His 

presence and their mission to witness of the Person and 

work of Christ as the promised Messiah. Those who would 

be saved would be directed to an active ministry as 

members of His loca1 church. 

 

This section will involve the events of His church on the 

Day of Pentecost, their witness on the Day of Pentecost, the 

impact of the church's witness on Jerusalem and the world 

at large, and the significance of the Day of Pentecost. 

 

 

I. Some vital facts that should be noted about 

His waiting church before the arrival of the Day 

of Pentecost. 
 

A. During these forty days following His resurrection, 

Jesus had shown Himself to be alive by “many infallible 

proofs.” He had spent these days strengthening, 

befriending, and instructing His church. He had dealt 

with the subject of the Kingdom, which was very much 

upon the minds and hearts of the disciples. He no doubt 

had impressed upon them the fact that only those who 

are genuinely saved are members of the Kingdom, but 

all members of the Kingdom were not necessarily 

members of the church. He had no doubt instructed them 

that the saved were to affiliate with His church through 

the ordinance of baptism. He no doubt had been very 

careful to make a distinction between the Kingdom 

(basilia) and the loca1 church (ecclesia). He no doubt 

impressed upon them that His church was to reproduce 

itself and many other local churches would be organized. 

In this sense it would be an institution of many local 
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churches, rather than one large church composed of 

many church bodies or of all saved. He no doubt had 

emphasized the fact that He had entrusted the “keys of 

the Kingdom of heaven” to His church and not Peter. He 

no doubt spoke of His reigning in the hearts of His 

subjects both as Christ and Lord until such time when 

He would return and actually establish His earthly 

Kingdom. He no doubt impressed upon them the fact 

that they were to be His witnesses of His completed 

work of salvation. This is suggested by His calling all 

things to their remembrance, by His opening their 

understanding of the Scripture after His resurrection, and 

personally fulfilling His statement that He had many 

things to say to them which they could not bear at that 

particular time. (John 14:26, Luke 24:45, John 16:12-

13) He no doubt called to their attention the working of 

the Holy Spirit, whom He had breathed upon them only 

a few days before in the upper room. (John 20:22) 

 

B. They were a fully organized church in every sense. 

They were a called out assembly of saved people who 

had been baptized in water, bound together by their 

mutual faith and commitment to fulfill the purposes of 

Christ. This is an important fact because there are so 

many religious groups and denominations today that try 

to make the event of Pentecost the beginning of the 

Lord's church. The promise of the Father was to 

empower Christ's already existing church with the Holy 

Spirit. This power was to enable them to be His 

witnesses to the world. He had commissioned them to 

this ministry the evening of His resurrection, and later 

before His ascension. (John 20:21; Luke 24:45-49) It is 

quite clear that the sending of the Holy Spirit on the Day 

of Pentecost had nothing to do with their being 

regenerated, or of their being formed in any way into a 

church by any description. Certainly they were not a 
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universal body of believers that is commonly referred to 

today as “His true church.” 

 

C. They were already a divinely commissioned church, 

fully authorized by Christ its Head, and were functioning 

under the direction of the Holy Spirit as Christ's body. 

They lacked only the promise of the Father to be fully 

empowered and prepared to carry out their divine 

mission as His witnesses in Jerusalem and ultimately to 

the world. (Acts 1:8) As they waited, they functioned in 

their inner life by involving themselves in a number of 

church activities under the guidance of the Holy Spirit as 

Comforter. 

 

D. As a church it had its chief officers, the Apostles, and 

a Pastor, designated by Christ Himself, the Apostle 

Peter. This divinely selected pastor directed the ministry 

of the church in its early ministry. He was replaced by 

James who served well as pastor, leading the church 

through some tense and difficult decisions. 

 

E. As a church they enjoyed worship in unity and had 

fellowship together in their inner life as fellow church 

members. Luke closes his gospel by saying, “And they 

worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy; And they were continually in the temple, praising 

and blessing God.” (Luke 24:52-53) 
 

F. They were a body united in the belief of what Christ 

had taught. They had been given the New Testament 

doctrine and their fellowship rested in this doctrine. 

Baptists may fellowship as Christians with other 

Christians who do not hold to the tenets of their faith, 

but they do not fellowship with them as church 

members. They may be saved and not be in a church. 

Baptists, however, must adhere to the New Testament in 
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their church fellowship. Their faith included the 

generous spirit of giving of their means to the Lord and 

for the assistance of others. 

 

G. As a church they administered their own affairs. They 

had their polity or form of government which was 

congregational. This church was a self-governing, 

autonomous body. There was no Apostolic hierarchy 

even when and where the inspired Apostles were 

present. Jesus safe-guarded His church against the peril 

of the Episcopal form of government, that is an 

autocracy; and against the peril of the Presbyterian form 

of government, which is an oligarchy or ruled by the few 

appointed to rule. By establishing a democratic or 

congregational form of government in His church all 

members were equal in rank and privileges. 

 

H. The church had its ordinances, the authority to 

baptize and observe the Lord's Supper as often as they 

were inclined to do so as a church. (Matthew 26:26-29, I 

Corinthians 11:23-25) Jesus commissioned His church 

to administer baptism to proper candidates on the 

mountain in Galilee after His resurrection. (Matthew 

28:18-20) The word “baptize” means to immerse and 

always applies to believers being immersed in water. 

(Acts 2:41) The practice of baptism after Pentecost was 

uniform, that of believers being immersed by the 

authority of the church and thereafter church 

membership. 

 

I. The church had a spiritual understanding of the Old 

Testament Scripture, and how it applied to the events of 

the Person and Work of Christ. They also had an 

understanding of the things Christ had taught, as the 

Holy Spirit brought them to their remembrance. This 

provided spiritual strength and direction as they waited. 
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They had New Testament doctrine within the church. 

(Ephesians 2:20) Their mission would be to evangelize 

and teach New Testament doctrine to churches. 

 

J. Only one thing was lacking before His church would 

begin its public mission and that was their receiving the 

promise of the Father, “but ye shall be baptized with the 

Holy Ghost not many days hence.” 
(l. The promise of the Father would be evidenced on 

the day of Pentecost in fulfillment of the prediction of 

John the Baptist. While he never referred to it as 

occurring on Pentecost no one can escape the fact that 

it was this occasion he repeatedly spoke of. (Mark 

1:8, Matthew 3:11, Luke 3:16, John 1:33) 
(2. It would fulfill the Old Testament meaning of the 

Pentecost feast day, which was the portrayal of the 

gospel being preached to the Jew and the Gentile. 

(3. This notable day was also the time when the 

prophecy of the prophet Joel would come to pass. 

(Joel 2:28) 
(4. The church would be baptized (immersed) in the 

Holy Spirit to announce His arrival and filled with the 

Holy Spirit to experience His endowed power. This 

would be both collectively and individually for the 

membership present in the upper room. 

(5. When this occurred, the Holy Spirit as Comforter 

would be fully active in the two aspects of His 

ministry as promised by Jesus, to direct the inner life 

of His church, and to provide the power for 

witnessing. (Note Luke 24:45-53 and John 19:19-

23-9: l-9-23) 
 

K. The church, in the ten days of waiting, occupied itself 

in doing a number of things in its inner life under the 

direction of the Holy Spirit as Comforter. 
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(l The primary activity was that of worshiping in the 

Temple with great joy. In the upper room they 

continued steadfastly in prayer. They waited patiently 

and expectantly for the promise of the Father, or the 

giving of the Holy Spirit in power. 

(2. They enjoyed a study of the Word of God in 

keeping with the many truths that had been called to 

their attention by Jesus after His resurrection. 

(3. They exercised their new authority in filling the 

office of Judas in a Scriptural manner. This was done 

by “lot” or by written vote. Each member present 

would write the name of their choice, either 

“Matthias” or “Joseph Barsabas” on little tablets or 

pieces of writing material, and place them in a vessel. 

After all had made their choice, the results was 

compiled and the choice was made. Here you see the 

congregational form of church government in action 

under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Some 

interpret this to mean they placed the two names in a 

vessel and drew one out or let one fall out, and the 

person whose name was on the tablet that was drawn 

or fell out was selected as the Apostle to fill Judas' 

office. The better interpretation is that of each casting 

their own lot or choice. It is from this experience in 

the inner life of the church that we get our word 

“clergy”, derived from the word “kleros” or “a lot.” 

As the lot was used to determine who was to enter 

into this ministry of being an apostle, so the ministry 

at large came to be known as “clergy.” Matthias was, 

however, properly elected by the congregation in 

keeping with the form of government that marks His 

church, and was recognized by the Lord as an 

Apostle. 

(4. They were content in the Lord because He had 

fully identified Himself as the resurrected Christ and 
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had given them peace, joy, and understanding through 

the Holy Spirit. 

(5. They witnessed of the Lord to each other, and no 

doubt in a limited manner to others of His saving 

grace, but they were waiting for the power that would 

thrust them into their divine mission of being 

witnesses for Him. (Acts 1:8) 

 

L. The stage was now set for this tremendous event. The 

church was waiting as instructed for the Day of 

Pentecost. The Holy Spirit would come as promised and 

the church would be immersed and filled with the Holy 

Spirit in keeping with God's plan for their mission. Acts 

2:2-4. The promise of the Lord was indeed fulfilled, and 

His church began witnessing in Jerusalem in the 

endowed power of the Holy Spirit. Acts 1:8. Those 

converted on the Day of Pentecost were not baptized in 

the Holy Spirit. They were baptized in water! There was 

the promise, however, of the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 

word from which “gift” comes is “dorea”, denoting a 

free gift, stressing its gratuitous character, which was the 

Holy Spirit Himself , and not “charisma” a gift of grace 

as endowed by the Holy Spirit in the churches, as in 

Corinth. These who were added to the church were given 

the Holy Spirit and His enabling power (power of 

ability) to evangelize through witnessing along with the 

other members of the church, and know Christ more 

personally. It would also fulfill the “building” of His 

church as Christ had promised, “I will build my church.” 

It would be the means of growth in spiritual strength and 

understanding of the entire church membership as well 

as growth in numbers through people being saved and 

baptized. 

 

M. The waiting church, fully organized, fully 

commissioned and fully instructed as to their future 
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ministry were living on the very edge of the great 

expectation as they looked for the fulfillment of the 

promise of the Father. This promise of the Holy Spirit 

would thrust them into their mission of preaching Christ 

“not many days hence.” (Luke 24:48, Acts 1:5) The 

Holy Spirit Himself would be that power from God, 

upon and within His waiting church. 

 

II. Why was this tremendous event of the gift of 

the Holy Spirit empowering the church to enter 

into its mission scheduled for the Day of 

Pentecost? 
 

A. While Jesus did not openly say that this tremendous 

event would happen on Pentecost, all indications were 

that it would because of the very nature of Pentecost. In 

this regard it would be well to note some facts about the 

feast of Pentecost. 

(1. Leviticus 23 gives an account of the seven great 

feasts of Jehovah. If the Sabbath is included there are 

eight. The Sabbath, however stands by itself in its 

character and frequency of observance. It was 

observed weekly and the “feasts of Jehovah” were 

observed annually. 

(2. The feasts may be divided into two sections of 

four and three. The first section included the 

Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of 

Firstfruits, and Pentecost. These first four followed 

each other closely. After Pentecost there was an 

interval of four months during which there was no 

“feast of Jehovah” and no “holy convocation” or 

gathering of the people at Jerusalem. The last three 

were observed in the seventh month and began with 

the Feast of Trumpets, followed by the Day of 
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Atonement and concluded with the Feast of 

Tabernacles.  

 

B. The Passover was the first of the Lord's set feasts. It 

was one of the three when all of the males of Israel were 

commanded to appear before the Lord in Jerusalem. The 

other two were the Feast of Pentecost and the Feast of 

Tabernacles. (Exodus 23:14-17; Deuteronomy 16:16) 

(1. The events of Jesus' death, burial and resurrection 

came during the time of the Feast of Passover. It was 

only a one day feast to be observed on the evening of 

the fourteenth day of Abib or April. (Deuteronomy 

16:1, Leviticus 23:5) This coincided with the time 

when the barley harvest was about to begin. 

(2. The Passover was a memorial of Israel's 

deliverance from Egypt under the mighty hand of 

God. It was to be an occasion when Israel would 

remind their children of the following generation, as 

well as, of the mighty redemption of God. It is 

described in detail in Exodus 12:1-28 

(3. The Passover foreshadowed the redemptive work 

of Christ. Paul writes, “Christ our Passover is 

sacrificed for us.” (I Corinthians 5:7) Each time the 

Passover was observed it pointed forward to Christ 

when He would offer Himself as the redeemer of all 

mankind. 

 

C. The Feast of Unleavened Bread began on the day 

after the Passover Feast, or from the 15
th

 to the 21
st
 day 

of the month and continued for seven days. (Leviticus 

23:6, Deuteronomy 16:3, Numbers 28:16-25) It speaks 

of the believer’s clean life. 

(1. These feast days were measured from evening to 

evening, or according to the Jewish manner of 

keeping time . The Passover lamb was killed just after 

sunset, on the fourteenth day of the month of Abib. 
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The following evening, or the fifteenth day of the 

month, the Feast of Unleavened Bread began. It was 

to be marked with a “holy convocation” before the 

Lord. During the seven days of its observance, no 

work was to be done. (Leviticus 23:5-6) 

(2. As noted, each feast was a record of God's dealing 

with His people Israel, but each feast also 

foreshadowed some great event or Bible truth. The 

Passover looked forward to Christ as our sin sacrifice. 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread speaks of the 

believer’s communion and walk with God in holiness 

and truth. 

 

D. While the Feast of Unleavened Bread was in 

progress, the Feast of the Firstfruits, the third of 

Jehovah's Feasts, was to be observed. This Feast could 

not be observed by Israel until they occupied the 

Promised Land where they would plant and harvest 

grain. (Deuteronomy 8:1-3, 7-9) 

(l. The Feast of Firstfruits was a sheaf of the new 

harvest of ripened grain. This sheaf was to be carried 

to the priest and waved before the Lord as an 

acknowledgment of His bountiful goodness and 

providential care. It was to serve as a reminder that 

they were not to forget the Lord and He in turn would 

not forget them, in keeping with His promise. 

(2. The offering of the sheaf of the new ripened grain 

was to be followed by a burnt offering, a meat 

offering, and a drink offering. Notably, there was to 

be no sin offering. 

(3. The time the sheaf was to be offered was to be 

“THE DAY AFTER THE SABBATH” or upon the first 

day of the week. This is significant because the sheaf 

or firstfruits, pictured the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

who is the “firstfruits” of the dead. He was the first 

Person to ever receive a new, glorified body. (I 
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Corinthians 15:20-23, 35-38) The sheaf being 

offered by the priest, on the first day of the week also 

pictured the day of His resurrection! This is the 

reason Christians worship on the first day of the 

week. 

(4. Israel perhaps did understand the significance of 

acknowledging God's care and bounty. Israel did not 

understand the picture it portrayed of Christ's being 

raised from the dead in a new body as the firstfruits of 

the resurrection. (I Corinthians 1:18) On the day of 

Jesus' resurrection, the priest no doubt waved the 

sheaf in an empty form before the veil that had been 

rent from top to bottom, because Christ had arisen! 

 

E. The Feast of Pentecost is the fourth of these special 

feasts. Fifty days after the wave sheaf had been reaped, 

and presented, Israel again gathered to the place where 

the Lord had placed His Name, which was Jerusalem. 

This was to celebrate the Feast of Weeks or Pentecost. 

IT WAS THE FEAST THAT WOULD BE 

CELEBRATED WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT WOULD 

COME UPON THE CHURCH AND FILL IT WITH 

HIS PERSON. PENTECOST WAS THE DAY THE 

PROMISE OF THE FATHER WOULD BE 

FULFILLED. 

(1. The name “Feast of Weeks” is derived from the 

fact that this one day feast was to be celebrated seven 

weeks after the Feast of the First-fruits. The name 

Pentecost was given to the feast from the Greek word 

“pentecoste” meaning “the fiftieth.” (Deuteronomy 

16:9-12, Leviticus 23:15-16) It was to be observed 

fifty days after the Feast of Firstfruits or fifty days 

after the resurrection of Christ. It would be on the 

first day of the week. 

(2. The Feast itself consisted of offering two loaves of 

bread, made of fine ground flour from the new 
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harvest of grain. These loaves of bread were to be 

baked “with leaven.” They were to be brought to the 

priest, who in turn would wave them before the Lord. 

This was to be accompanied with a sweet savor 

offering and a sin offering. (Leviticus 23:15-22) 

(3. The Feast of Firstfruits spoke of Christ and His 

resurrection. Pentecost with its two loaves spoke of 

the Gospel being preached to the Jew and the Gentile, 

with the power of the resurrection being available to 

each. It would be this ministry that would be 

inaugurated on the Day of Pentecost through Christ's 

local church. His church has been commissioned to 

carry out this mission until the end of the age. 

 

F. With this background it is very clear why the Lord 

moved steadily toward the Day of Pentecost as the time 

when the Holy Spirit would empower His church. This 

feast day was a set, calendar day that Israel had been 

observing for hundreds of years. This particular Day of 

Pentecost that Jesus spoke of “not many days hence,” 

would be the fulfillment of what the day had pictured 

and foreshadowed through all the past centuries. 

Pentecost would never be repeated again! Pentecost is 

not mentioned again in the New Testament after this 

memorable fulfillment! 

 

III. The promise of Jesus Christ was that His 

church would “receive power after that the Holy 

Ghost” had come upon them. (Acts 1:8) 
 

A. These last words of Jesus on earth are so tremendous 

and filled with instruction it is all but essential that they 

be examined carefully if we are to understand the events 

of Pentecost which are to follow. 
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B. Jesus pointedly states, “But ye shall receive power, 

after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” The 

question that comes to our minds is, “What does He 

mean when He says power in the sense of it being 

explosive power as the word conveys”. 

(1. To this point His church had been empowered to 

receive the Person of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of 

Truth to direct them in their inner life. This was in 

fulfillment to Jesus' promise in John 14:16-25. 

(2. Jesus also empowered His church with a divine 

delegated authority of His Divine Being when He 

commissioned them to go into all the world, make 

disciples, baptize them and teach them to observe all 

things He had commanded them, or New Testament 

truth. The word power or authority in Matthew 28:18 

comes from the word “exousia,” and is the authority 

that was resident in the very divine nature of Christ's 

being as the Son of God to do as He saw fit. It was 

this authority of the living Christ that gave such 

impetus to His church to go into their world and 

evangelize as they did. 

(3. When the day of Pentecost comes He promises 

His church the power (dunamis) of the Person of the 

Holy Spirit. This word expresses explosive power. 

(When Nobel discovered the greatest explosive 

known to the world at that time he asked a professor 

of Greek what the Greek name for explosive power 

was and he was told it was “dunamis.” So he named 

his new invention “dynamite”. This is the power of 

verse 8! When a power is created by a turbine which 

generates electricity, we call it a “dynamo.” This is 

the power of verse 8! Donald Barnhouse states this 

“Power conveys the thought of the ability to 

procreate and bring forth children in the next 

generation.” (Acts, page 23: Donald Barnhouse.) This in truth is 

what regeneration means. It is the Holy Spirit giving 
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new spiritual life and bringing forth a child of God. 

(John 3:3-5) It is NOT the external display of power 

in the form of the unusual events of Pentecost. The 

power He is speaking of in verse 8 is the power that 

shook the city through the Gospel and brought three 

thousand souls to repentance. Certainly the ministry 

of the Lord's church literally exploded upon the scene 

and in the hearts to thousands who were brought to 

accept Christ from sixteen different nations. 

 

C. This promise of the Holy Spirit, the power that came 

through His Person, is explained as the fulfillment of the 

prophet Joel. It is something the Lord definitely desired 

His church to have, collectively and individually. It is 

something apart from being born again or being indwelt 

by the Holy Spirit. It is something apart from the fullness 

of the Spirit within the church as the one who would 

guide its affairs in the absence of Christ's personal 

presence. It was described by Peter at the house of 

Cornelius as falling on all of them that heard the word 

and as being “poured” upon the Gentiles as it was upon 

the Jews. (Acts 10:44-45) It was the Lord's church being 

empowered with the ability to witness of Christ's 

finished work of redemption. 

 

D. This was not a power that would in any way be 

inherent in the disciples themselves. It would not in any 

possessive way be theirs. It would be a power bestowed 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit within them. It would 

be the continuing work of the Lord, through the Holy 

Spirit within the church, to make Christ known as the 

Saviour of all men. It would be to see repentance and 

remission of sin experienced by a lost world. 

 

E'. The word “witness” is the common Greek word 

“mortur” and is used. to give us the English word 
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“martyr,” or one who gives his life to this work of 

sharing Christ with others. 

 

F. The field of operation is clearly determined by the 

Lord. They were to begin where they were, in Jerusalem. 

Then they were to move into areas where the word had 

been preached and Christ had ministered, Judea, 

Samaria, and no doubt Galilee as well. Ultimately they 

were to move beyond where Christ had ministered into 

other parts of the world which He describes, “the 

uttermost part of the earth.” This would incorporate 

both the entire world at that time, and also the 

continuation of the work of the Gospel through His 

churches until the end of the age. In a most unique way, 

the church was able to minister worldwide in an 

abbreviated manner on the Day of Pentecost when they 

shared the Gospel with people from sixteen nations, or 

the then known world. Many or those who were saved 

and scripturally baptized went back to their homes and 

further shared Christ, and churches were organized and 

the Gospel spread worldwide through the single event of 

Pentecost. 

 

IV. The exciting events of the Day of Pentecost 

examined. (Acts 2:7) 
 

A. “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come” the 

Lord's church was waiting as they were instructed to do. 

This feast day had come and gone for over fifteen 

hundred years without anything unusual or different 

happening in its observance. But this day would be 

different because it would be filled with unusual events 

and Pentecost would never again be mentioned in the 

New Testament. The witness of the Lord's church 

literally exploded on the Day of Pentecost and shook the 

entire city of Jerusalem, with its bulging population of 
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visitors from sixteen nations, with the message of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

B. The outstanding event of the day of Pentecost was the 

Holy Spirit being given by the Father and empowering 

the church as promised. The church was baptized 

(immersed) in the Holy Spirit and was also filled with 

the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The prophecy of 

Joel was fulfilled in that the Spirit was poured out upon 

the Lord's church. This provided the setting for the 

Apostle Peter's sermon in which he explained the events 

and then declared that Jesus Christ was in truth alive, 

was their promised Messiah, and He would save all who 

called upon His name. 

 

C. “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come” 

Jerusalem was just waking up and preparing for the 

festivities of this special feast day. Without warning 

there was a series of events that shook the city and things 

were never the same in Jerusalem. 

 

(1. “Suddenly there came a SOUND FROM 

HEAVEN as of a rushing mighty wind and filled the 

house where they (the church) were sitting.” (Acts 

2:2) This mighty blast of noise sounded like wind but 

there was no wind or motion in the air. This mighty 

noise evidenced the presence of the Person of the 

Holy Spirit in their midst. His presence was increased 

beyond measure by the great noise as of a wind, 

which was a figure that so often characterized His 

Person. It spoke of His mighty yet unseen power. God 

did not want to leave any room for doubt as to the 

magnitude of this event of the giving of the Holy 

Spirit to empower His church. 

(2. It came from heaven, directly from the Lord. It 

was the Lord's audible sign to the church of the 
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arrival of the Holy Spirit. There could be no doubt 

that the promise of the Father had come. It was to 

convince them in their inner life that the promise of 

the Father to the church was being fulfilled. 

(3. This supernatural phenomenon of a sound of a 

mighty rushing wind, "filled the house where they 

were sitting.” The entire assembly was totally 

immersed in the sound of wind, which was a symbol 

of the Person of the Holy Spirit. His basic name 

“Spirit” or “Spiritus,” is the Latin synonym for the 

Greek “pneuma” . Both words signify “breath” or 

“wind.” In the upper room He “breathed on them and 

said receive ye the Holy Spirit” Here He filled the 

room where they were waiting, and immersed the 

entire assembly in His Person. 

(4. The noise was also to be the Lord's means of 

drawing the vast population of Jerusalem to the exact 

location of the upper room, where His church would 

witness in power. 

(5. In describing this supernatural event, the Holy 

Spirit instructs Luke to use a “simile” in his account. 

This would serve as clear evidence to those of us who 

read of this event that there was no wind, but only the 

sound was of a “rushing mighty wind.” A “simile” is 

“a figure of speech by which one thing, action, or 

relation is likened or explicitly compared, often with 

as or like, to something of different kind or quality.” 

(6. The people of Jerusalem heard the noise and 

responded by the thousands. The city was so startled 

and excited by this supernatural phenomenon that 

they crowded the streets in the vicinity of the upper 

room where the source of the noise originated. The 

area could not accommodate the throngs, and the 

church moved to the Temple area where they could 

witness effectively. 
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(7. With the arriva1 of this audible sign there would 

be no more waiting behind closed doors. His church 

would be thrust into the center of Jerusalem's 

cosmopolitan life where it would impact the lives of 

thousands of people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

D. Accompanying the sound was the appearance of a 

light in the house, “like as of fire”. This fire-like light 

became “cloven tongues of fire” which “sat upon each 

of them”. This private, visible sign from the Lord was 

just for the church as it was assembled. It was the Lord's 

visible sign to His church, of the fulfilling of His 

promise. As readers of the event we are privileged to see 

some things that the people of Jerusalem did not get to 

see, because they happened behind closed doors. 

(1. Again, the Lord did not want to leave any room 

for question as He appears to His church in His 

Shekinah glory. The Holy Spirit is introduced by 

another symbol used to describe His Person and 

presence, “like as of fire.” What we see in the record, 

and what the people in the upper room experienced, 

was a fire-like light which was the glory of the Lord. 

It must have been similar to the pillar of fire over the 

Tabernacle in Israel, and the light that filled the 

“Holy of Holies.” The Shekinah glory of the Lord 

was present, and filled the room, and like the blast of 

noise, spoke of the Person of the Holy Spirit.  

(2.The emblems of a mighty wind like noise and a 

fire-like light filled the house and immersed the entire 

assembly. The church was baptized in the Holy Spirit 

in these two symbols, each representing His Person. 

Both the noise and the light were supernatural figures 

of the Person of the Holy Spirit. 

(3. As the church experienced this immersion in the 

light of His glory, and watched as it played through 

the house like the aurora borealis, this luminous 
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phenomenon began to divide itself into designs and 

portions which resembled “tongues of fire.” These 

“tongues of fire” began to rest upon the heads of each 

of the one hundred and twenty who were assembled 

in the house. Light filled the house, and light 

resembling tongues of fire rested upon the 

membership in the midst of the blast of noise. What 

an awesome and fearful experience of the glory of the 

Holy Spirit. 

(4. Yet, after all of this wondrous experience of His 

coming as promised and their being baptized in the 

Holy Spirit, HE HAD NOT AS YET EMPOWERED 

THEM. All that had happened was in preparation of 

the Holy Spirit's primary purpose, to fill each one 

with His Person and empower them as Jesus had 

promised. Now, unseen to human eyes and unheard 

by human ears, the Holy Spirit “filled” each of the 

one hundred and twenty members. “And they were all 

filled with the Holy Ghost,” and empowered as Jesus 

had promised.  

 

The church had been given the…  

MESSAGE, the resurrected Christ; they had been 

given the  

METHOD, preach repentance and remission to all 

people; and now they were given the  

MEANS, the power with which to carry out their 

mission. (Acts 2:4) 

(5. This supernatural filling of each member was 

entirely different from His indwelling them when 

they were regenerated. This experience in the body of 

Christ, His church, was like that of Jesus when He 

was baptized and entered His public ministry. He was 

always filled with the Holy Spirit, in the sense of the 

Spirit's indwelling Him. But Jesus was not filled in 
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the preparation of His public ministry until He was 

empowered by the Holy Spirit at His baptism. Jesus 

refers to this experience as being “anointed by the 

Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 3:1-6, Luke 4:16-19) This 

was the Holy Spirit's releasing Himself through the 

Person of Christ. This filling of each of the members 

of the church with the Holy Spirit was much like the 

Spirit's releasing Himself through the Person of Christ 

to empower Him to carry out His mission. The 

church, the body of Christ, has the Holy Spirit 

released within it to carry out its mission on the Day 

of Pentecost. Every body of Christ since that day has 

this special empowering and ability to fulfill its 

mission as His body. (We are told the word anointed 

in the New Testament can mean “unction” and that it 

is related to the believer's being specially used or 

directed by the Holy Spirit in the witness or 

declaration of the Word of God.) 

 

E. Following these being filled with the Holy Spirit, or 

His releasing Himself through each of these church 

members to preach repentance and remission of sins in 

His name to all nations, they (every member of the 

church) “began to speak with other tongues, (different 

languages) as the spirit gave them utterance” (or clear 

expression in appropriate words.) (Acts 2:4) 

(1. Was this an immediate, spontaneous outburst 

where all the members were speaking in “tongues,” 

and not directed to any particular individual? No! Not 

at all! The scripture is plain to tell us the entire 

incident was under the control of the Holy Spirit as 

He “gave them utterance,” or a clear expression of 

words directed to others. 

(2. The purpose of tongues was NOT to announce the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, rather it was to 

communicate the message of Christ through His 
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body, the church. The purpose WAS TO DECLARE 

the message of Christ so that every nation and dialect 

present in Jerusalem could hear the good news of 

salvation through Christ in their own language. 

(3. The Lord would fulfill His declaration that they 

would herald His name “among all nations 

beginning at Jerusalem” by the miracle of the Holy 

Spirit giving them the power to speak in other 

languages as He “gave them utterance.” (Luke 

24:47) Luke is careful to state that “there were 

dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, OUT OF 

EVERY NATION UNDER, HEAVEN” and 

“EVERY MAN HEARD THEM SPEAK IN HIS 

OWN LANGUAGE”. (Acts 2:5-6) Naturally they 

were all amazed and asked a very normal question, 

“What meaneth this?” Peter is prepared by the Holy 

Spirit to answer, “this is that which was spoken by 

the prophet Joel.” (Acts 2:6,12,16; Joel 2:28) 
(4. The expression, “and began to speak with other 

tongues” has been the ground for endless discussion, 

and the basis of doctrinal error that is wide-spread 

today. There are some facts that should be noted with 

regard to this supernatural phenomenon of speaking 

in other tongues or languages. 

(a. Every member, or all, spoke in tongues on the 

Day of Pentecost. (Acts 2:4-7) This miracle was not 

confined to only a few who had received some 

endowed gift as it is advocated today. 

(b. The Holy Spirit directed the entire occasion and 

permitted men to speak ONE on ONE, in the native 

language of the person being spoken to, and every 

man heard and understood in their own native 

“language.” (Acts 2:6) This would mean that every 

church member had the possibility of speaking in 

sixteen different languages that Day of Pentecost, 
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dependent upon how many each member spoke to 

and the language they spoke. 

(c. The purpose was to NOT to announce the 

coming of the Holy Spirit. He was introduced 

through the audible sign and the visible sign earlier 

in the house. The purpose was to fulfill the words of 

Jesus in Acts 1:8, “But ye shall receive power after 

that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 

be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, Judea, 

and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 

earth.” 
(d. The occasion was of relatively short duration. 

The emphasis shifts from the upper room to the 

Temp1e area at about the “third hour of the day” or 

approximately 9:00 A.M. (Acts 2:15) 

(e. They spoke actual languages and not unknown 

tongues or ecstatic speech, unintelligible to others. 

It was actual languages! The record clearly specifies 

the nations and their languages. Those in Jerusalem 

at this feast time verified this language 

phenomenon. It is said, “that every man heard 

them speak in his own language.” H. H. Hobbs 

explains it well in his statement from What Baptists 

Believe pages 5l and 52. “The word tongue 

variously refers to the physical organ (Hebrew, 

“lashoh”, Judges 7:5; Greek, “glosso”, Mark 

7:33) or to a language, (Genesis 10:5, John 5:2, 

Revelation 5:9 ). It translates a Greek word 

meaning dialect (dialektos). (Acts 1:19, 2:8, 21:40, 

22:2, 26:14). That speaking in tongues was an 

evidence of the power of the Holy Spirit is clear. 

Acts 10:46, 19:6. But these passages do not explain 

this meaning. The first chronological reference to 

tongues in the New Testament is in Acts 2:4. Peop1e 

of different languages were present at Pentecost. 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, the disciples “began to 
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speak with other (hetera, a different kind) of 

tongues (glossa), verse 4. Each man heard in his 

own dialect (dialektos), verses 6-8. It would seem 

therefore, that the disciples without previous study 

were enabled to speak in languages other than their 

own, that the gospel might be heard by all those 

present on this particular occasion.” (What Baptists 

Believe pages 5l and 52 ; H. H. Hobbs.)  
 

F. The witness of the church began, through individual 

witnessing and the public preaching of the message of 

the resurrected Christ. 

(1. The results of the personal witnessing is not noted 

in numbers turning to the Lord, but the impact was 

felt throughout all Jerusalem. The personal witnessing 

led those present to be “confounded” (astonished and 

bewildered), because they heard their witness in their 

own language. 

(2. This led to a common question among the 

thousands who had been witnessed to, “What 

meaneth this?” Since it was without human 

explanation, they came to the conclusion these who 

were witnessing of Christ were drunk. What a strange 

and unreasonable conclusion, but that is the way of 

the world's thinking. 

(3 . Peter steps forward, and under the direction of the 

Holy Spirit offers those present an explanation of the 

events they had just seen and experienced. It was not 

as they had concluded, that these men were drunk. He 

appeals to Scripture and states that in the light of Old 

Testament prophecy this is the message Joel had 

predicted. He spoke of this New Testament 

experience of the coming of the Holy Spirit to 

empower men to prophecy or witness. He does not 

use prophecy in the sense of being predictive, but as 

being witnesses. This prophecy of Joel declared that 



My Church Page 103 
 

the Spirit of God would use men to witness of the 

wonderful works of God which were wrought in 

Christ for man's salvation. (Acts 2:11) There is a 

second part of Joel's prophecy that is yet future, but 

Peter was speaking of that which was fulfilled on the 

Day of Pentecost by the coming of the Holy Spirit to 

empower Christ's church as His witness. It would be 

through this witness that the church would reach 

worldwide in its evangelism and would edify itself 

from within as Paul admonished in Ephesians 

4:11:l6. 
 

 

Pentecost took place at a specifically designated time (Acts 

2:1), in fulfillment of a special Old Testament type 

(Leviticus 23:15-22), in a specially designated place, 

Jerusalem (Luke 24:49), upon a specially designated group 

(Acts 1:14), in fulfillment of a special promise (Acts 1:4-5), 

for a specific purpose (Acts 1:8). 

 

The gift of the Holy Spirit, the One who would empower 

the church in its ministry of witnessing to the world, came 

as promised, and remains effective in His ministry through 

the Lord's churches today. 

 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit was to merely announce the 

arrival of the Spirit as promised. It occurred only this one 

time in all the Scriptures, and was never to be repeated 

again. Nowhere in Scripture is anyone admonished to seek 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a personal spiritual 

experience. 

 

The real significance of Pentecost was the filling of the 

Lord's church with the Holy Spirit as He had promised, and 

enabling them to carry out their divine mission. He 

empowered them to be His witness and literally exploded 
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to the entire world on the Day of Pentecost. This is 

evidenced in the bold one-on-one witnessing of the entire 

church and the powerful message of Peter which followed 

and its outreach of sixteen nations. The church and Peter 

gave testimony of the resurrection of Jesus to 

representatives of the entire known world at that time. They 

were informed that He truly was the Christ the Savior of 

the world. They were told that He would save any who 

would call upon His name as Joel the prophet had declared. 

As a result thousands were saved and baptized. These 

nations are carefully listed that we might know the 

worldwide impact of the Gospel that resulted from the 

events of Pentecost. 

 

This Gospel explosion was a fulfillment of Jesus' promise 

that His church would preach repentance and remission of 

sin to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Luke 24:47-48. 

Many who were saved and baptized on the Day of 

Pentecost, in time, returned to their own homes and led in 

the sharing of the gospel and organization of churches. In 

one masterful event, Jesus Christ was preached worldwide 

through His church and the groundwork was set forth. All 

of the results are not known, but without question its 

effectiveness was experienced in all sixteen nations present 

on that memorable Day of Pentecost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



My Church Page 105 
 

 

Chapter 6 
 

THE CHURCH OBEYS ITS MISSION: THE 

WORD IS PREACHED, AND CHURCHES 

ARE ORGANIZED 
 

“And He said unto them, Go ye into all the wor1d, 

and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 

16:15) 
 

Immediately after His resurrection, in the upper room, 

Jesus clearly stated the mission of His Church was to 

preach “repentance and remission of sins . . . in His 

name, among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” “And 

ye are witnesses of these things.” (Luke 24:47-48) It was 

their mission to take Christ to the world, or “Go ye into all 

the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

(Mark 16:15) 
 

He clearly stated that His church would be empowered to 

carry out that mission through the ministry of the Holy 

Spirit. “And, behold, I send the promise of the Father 

upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be 

endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) His 

church was to preach Christ to the world, with the promise , 

“that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 

be saved.” (Acts 2:21) God, “who will have all men to be 

saved,” looks now to His empowered, and guided church to 

be His “witnesses unto all nations.” (I Timothy 2:4, 

Matthew 24:14) 

 

The book of Acts makes no attempt to enumerate all of the 

activities of the church in Jerusalem, or of other churches, 

under the direction of the Holy Spirit. It does give us the 
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progressive development of the Lord's churches as they 

carry out His mission and Acts becomes our “great 

missionary manual.” As His mission unfolds, the Holy 

Spirit is seen on almost every page as the Executor of the 

Great Commission and the Administrator of the inner life 

of Lord’s churches. Accompanying the active ministry of 

the Holy Spirit is the unwavering faith of the Lord's people. 

Their success in completing the mission entrusted to them 

stems from their steadfast faith in the Lord and His word. 

They believed something profoundly and passionately 

enough to proclaim it under the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and even die for it when the occasion demanded. 

 

Special attention is given to “beginnings” in the book of 

Acts. It must be again called to your attention, WHILE 

ACTS IS A BOOK OF BEGINNINGS IT DOES NOT 

RECORD THE BEGINNING OF THE LORD'S 

CHURCH! HIS CHURCH WAS FULLY AND FIRMLY 

ESTABLISHED DURING HIS PERSONAL MINISTRY. 

What we see in the Book of Acts is His mission to His 

church being carried out, beginning in Jerusalem on the 

Day of Pentecost. This is followed by the preaching of the 

gospel and the organization of a church in the city of 

Samaria under the ministry of Philip. This followed the 

mission activity of the great numbers scattered abroad 

because of the hostilities of Paul which led to the church in 

Antioch being established. This church became a very 

influential missionary church and was the impetus of Paul's 

missionary journeys. Paul's missionary endeavors moved 

the gospel westward through Asia Minor, Macedonia in 

Europe and finally the capital city of Rome where the book 

of Acts closes. 

 

The Scripture gives evidence of the widespread preaching 

of the Gospel and countless numbers of churches being 

organized throughout Palestine, Asia and Europe. The 
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leaders in this effort were the Apostles, Barnabas, Paul and 

a host of unnamed New Testament prophets. Their mission 

ministry progressed steadily through the years following 

the Day of Pentecost until the close of the first century. 

Some of these churches did not have distinctive names but 

were known simply by their location. (Acts 9:31, Galatians 

1:1, 1:22, I Thessalonians 2:14) Without question there 

were other organized churches that are never mentioned in 

Scripture. 

 

This active ministry of the first church in Jerusalem and 

other churches, under the direction of the Holy Spirit as the 

promised Vicegerent Who would be present in the absence 

of the physical Person of Christ, resulted in a highly 

involved and widespread mission effort of evangelizing, 

organizing numerous churches, and an intense teaching 

program of New Testament doctrine. The success of their 

efforts was marked by the faith of the Lord's people as they 

were led by the Holy Spirit. 

 

The book of Acts is considered to have been written about 

thirty years after the ascension of Jesus Christ, and three 

years after the concluding chapter of Acts were 

accomplished, or close to 65 A. D. This is significant for it 

means that we have a remarkable account of events that 

transpired during these years following Pentecost by the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It is distinctively a book of 

the activities of the Holy Spirit in the churches as they 

fulfilled His mission. The Lord is careful to permit us to see 

how He led both in the inner life and the public witness of 

the church to the unsaved world. It is an account of what 

Christ did, what He taught, and what He accomplished 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Our study will not attempt to explore all the church's 

activities in the book of Acts, but will move through the 
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stated outline of the Lord in Acts l:8, and will conclude 

with the ministry of the church at Antioch. At this point the 

church will have succeeded in its mission from its 

beginning in Jerusalem through Judea, Samaria, Galilee, 

Asia and to the uttermost part of the world. 

 

The order of the Great Commission proved to be the 

method that led to the great success in the life of the Lord's 

churches. Go, make disciples, baptize, and teach them to 

observe New Testament doctrine. The history of missions 

after the close of the book of Acts has succeeded over and 

over again, with new and renewed efforts, as the Spirit 

continued to keep the mission Christ gave His churches 

fresh upon the hearts of His people and His churches. The 

pattern of success has not changed today! 

 

 

I. The Lord's church in Jerusalem obeys its 

mission immediately following Pentecost. 
 

A. The forty day period between the resurrection and the 

ascension of Jesus was one of the most important and 

productive periods in the life of the Lord's church. It was 

filled with thrilling activity confirming their faith 

through giving commandments or New Testament 

doctrine€ , and confirming His resurrection which gave 

them a new joy that was never lost. (Note: 1
st
 

Corinthians 15:3-8) 

 

B. After Pentecost was over, with all of its excitement, it 

was time for Jesus' mission to His church to be obeyed, 

“ye shall be witnesses unto me both IN JERUSALEM, 

and in all JUDEA, and in SAMARIA...”  Equipped 

with fresh faith, a new joy, and the power of the Holy 

Spirit, His church began the serious work that had been 
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entrusted to them, that of witnessing and maintaining the 

church at home, or Jerusalem. 

 

C. Their first activity was to establish a strong home 

base of teaching and strengthening the church in its inner 

life. They involved themselves in teaching New 

Testament doctrine,€  protecting new converts with 

Christian love and fellowship, and maintaining an 

intense worship program. These church members gave 

testimony of Christ living in them and of their accepting 

His word, although they had been saved only a very 

short tine. Such an outreach of love and ministering 

drew others to the Lord, and there was a daily increase 

of people being saved and added to the Lord's church. 

(Acts 2:42-47, 4:41-47, 5:12-16) 
 

D. The church continued to publicly proclaim Christ, 

and great multitudes were drawn to hear Peter and others 

proclaim the Word of God. Great numbers of people 

were genuinely saved and added to the church. (Acts 

4:4) The church in Jerusalem experienced a phenomenal 

growth which reached into the tens of thousands of 

members in only a very short time. 

 

E. The Apostles and New Testament Prophets that were 

in the Lord's church moved out from Jerusalem into 

Judea or where Jesus had ministered and taught. 

(1. No doubt they found great numbers of people who 

had been saved under Jesus' ministry. It is logical to 

believe also that many were saved under the ministry 

of the Apostles and others in their ministry. Many of 

the people in these villages and cites knew of Christ 

and the events of Pentecost. This resulted in great 

numbers being saved, baptized and churches being 

organized throughout Judea and Galilee as well. (Note 

some examples of Jesus' ministry in Mark 3:7-12 and 
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John 4:1-4 which reached Jews and Gentiles alike.) 

The results are given in Acts 9:30-31 and I 

Thessalonians 2:14. 
(2. The time of these verses was in late 34 A.D. or 

early 35 A.D., or only a short time after the ascension 

of Jesus. The scripture is careful to indicate that there 

were existing churches over all Judea, Galilee, and 

Samaria at this time. (Note also Galatians 1:21-24) 

 

F. Jewish leaders and Saul (Paul), were persecuting the 

church severely. The Lord's church was met with intense 

hostility, in Jerusalem and other places where churches 

had been organized. The church at Jerusalem ultimately 

was scattered abroad because of the persecution of Saul. 

Acts 8:1-4. This persecution, while severe, only served 

to further spread the gospel and provide the means for 

other churches to be organized because this effort did not 

silence His people, rather “they went everywhere 

preaching the word”. (Acts 8:4) 
 

II. The missionary outreach of the church at 

Jerusalem reached into Samaria and Judea 

through the mission efforts of Philip. (Acts 8:5 

ff) 
 

A. It was through Philip’s ministry that the Gospel was 

presented to the people of the city of Samaria, and other 

places in the country of Samaria. This mission outreach 

was not necessarily a result of Paul's hostilities which 

scattered Christians everywhere. It is more likely that 

Philip was moved upon by the Holy Spirit to go into the 

city of Samaria and preach Christ to these people. 

(1. Samaria was a strategic location. The city was 

situated on the great northern thoroughfare from 

Jerusalem to Galilee, Damascus and the Euphrates. 
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Through Paul's persecution we learn that there is a 

church in Damascus which was of such prominence that 

he was moved to make an effort to silence its witness 

and take its members prisoner. (Acts 8:4-5; 9:1-2) 

(2. The time is again of importance. It was no later than 

late 34 A.D., shortly after the events of the Day of 

Pentecost. This gives evidence of how active the church 

at Jerusalem became after they were empowered by the 

Holy Spirit. 

(3. The results are thrilling, as the people in Samaria 

received the message of Christ and many were saved and 

baptized. 

(4. This mission effort was new to the church at 

Jerusalem. While they had been taught the gospel was to 

be preached to all peoples, they still had strong feelings 

and questions about the Samaritans and whether they 

could be saved, baptized and become members of the 

Lord's church, which was primarily Jewish in 

membership. As a result Peter and John went to the city 

of Samaria to confirm that it was the will of the Lord for 

the Samaritans to receive the gospel. When they saw the 

genuine evidence of salvation and that these had been 

scripturally baptized, they laid hands upon them and they 

received the gift of the Holy Spirit as those who were 

saved and baptized on the Day of Pentecost. (Acts 8:l4-

17; Acts 2:38-42) 
(5. The Lord had used Philip to break down the middle 

wall of partition that stood between the Jews and the 

Samaritans for centuries. Philip was indeed one of the 

great but little noticed missionaries of the church's early 

ministry. 

 

B. After completing their mission in the city of Samaria, 

Peter and John conducted a mission tour “in many 

villages of the Samaritans.” (Acts 8:25) We do not 

know the results, but we do know that they were actively 
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obeying the commandment of the Lord to preach the 

gospel in Samaria. 

 

C. The Lord directed Philip to the desert of Gaza to 

minister in another strategic mission. He was to meet 

and minister to a key person from Ethiopia in Africa, 

who had sought the Lord in Jerusalem, but to no avail. 

Philips ministering met with great success. It is 

significant that Philip not only witnessed of Christ and 

the Eunuch was saved, but that he also baptized this 

convert. This enabled him to go with proper authority to 

establish churches in his home country of Ethiopia. 

Tradition tells us he was instrumental in planting many 

churches in his home land. (Acts 8:26-27; 35-39) 

 

D. Philips ministry was far from being over, for now the 

Lord directed him to major cities in Judea. 

(1. Azotus, a major port city, was his first place of 

ministry. This very busy cosmopolitan city was 

another strategic location. It was the crossroads for 

land and sea travel. (Acts 8:40) 

(2. From Azotus, Philip moved methodically up the 

coast line of the Mediterranean Sea to Lydda and 

Joppa. (Acts 9:32, 36) He could have been 

instrumental in leading those to Christ in these two 

cities where Peter found disciples. 

(3. Philip spent the remainder of his ministry in 

Caesarea, the home of Cornelius. It could have been 

that he had some contact with this Roman centurion. 

In Acts 10:37, Peter declared that Cornelius already 

had some knowledge of the word of the Lord. 

(4. Philip’s ministry would have included Tyre and 

Ptolemais where Paul found congregations of saints. 

(Acts 21: 3-8) 
(5. Living in Caesarea, the Roman capital of the East, 

Philip was again in a strategic location to be in touch 
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with the political thought and developments of the 

Empire. His long ministry in this commercial as well 

as political city, placed him in a position to be 

instrumental in influencing the Gospel to all the 

western world. He was marvelously placed in each 

strategic position by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

His record reminds us “he preached Christ.” (Acts 

8:5) 
 

III. Through Peter's ministry the church in 

Jerusalem made great strides in fulfilling its 

mission. 
 

A. While Philip was engaged in his mission ministry, the 

Apostle Peter was also being used of the Lord in 

numerous fields. The Scripture does not give us all of his 

activities, but we know he was busy in Jerusalem as 

Pastor of the Church, as well as Judea, Samaria, and 

Caesarea where he preached the Gospel to the house of 

Cornelius. He was used greatly to make a major 

breakthrough for the entrance of the Gospel to the 

Gentiles. 

 

B. Peter's ministry, as pastor at Jerusalem spans chapters 

2 through 6 of the book of Acts. These chapters are 

literally filled with the preaching and ministering of 

Peter. Perhaps one of the most outstanding features of 

these chapters is the leadership of Peter as pastor of the 

church through these early days of explosive growth. He 

gave the church the leadership it needed to keep it stable 

in its inner life, to direct it into expanding mission 

opportunities of preaching the gospel, and to hold it on 

course in the face of severe pressure and persecution of 

the Jewish leaders. 
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C. As Peter and John went to Samaria for a first hand 

report of the mission work of Philip and the evidence of 

the Lord's will that Samaritans should be given the 

gospel. His leadership gave great strength to this major 

breakthrough as he reported the events to the church at 

Jerusalem. They fully accepted Peter and John's report. 

 

D. Peter and John involved themselves in preaching the 

Gospel in Samaria. This added to the ministry of Philip 

which had already met with great success. Peter's 

leadership served well against the efforts of Simon to 

weaken the effect of the Gospel by suggesting the power 

was something that could be merchandised. Peter firmly 

established the Gospel and its power was of the Spirit. 

(8:17-25) It is said of Peter that he preached in all 

quarters while on this mission journey. 

 

E. This great Apostle was no doubt among those who 

went into the cities of Judea where Jesus had ministered 

and led in strong evangelistic efforts as well as the 

founding of churches as noted in Acts 9:31-32. Peter's 

ministry took him throughout Judea. He ministered in 

Joppa and Caesarea, in the house of Cornelius, the 

Roman Centurion. (Acts 10) He was used significantly 

of the Lord for the entrance of the Gospel to the 

Gentiles. It was on this occasion that Peter experiences a 

major breakthrough in his own spiritual experience. He 

states in the beginning of his message in the house of 

Cornelius, “of a truth I perceive that God is no 

respecter of persons.” This became a matter of 

conviction to him and he took this message back to 

Jerusalem. The church was made to see, with Peter, that 

it was the Lord's will for the Gentiles to have the Gospel 

as well as the Jews. (Acts 10:30-48; 11:1-18) 
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F. It is mentioned in the Scripture that Peter also 

ministered in Babylon. (I Peter 5:13). The purpose of his 

going to Babylon and the extent of his ministry in not 

known. It could have been as a result of the events of 

Pentecost when there were people from Babylon and the 

Eastern region present in Jerusalem. It could also have 

been possible that the field opened as a result of Philips 

preaching in Samaria, that great thoroughfare to the East. 

By whatever means, we see the Word of God could not 

be bound, for in all directions from Jerusalem there were 

growing opportunities for the spread of the gospel in 

fulfillment of the mission the Lord had given His church. 

 

IV. Antioch, the doorway to the “uttermost part 

of the world.” 
 

A. The developments of the church's mission have been 

steady and progressive to this point. The church has been 

active in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and Galilee. It is 

now introduced to Antioch a Gentile church that was 

founded as a result of the dispersion that arose from the 

death of Stephen. The church at Antioch will be the 

gateway to “the uttermost part of the world.” (Acts 

11:19-24) 
 

B. Antioch was considered the capital city of the East. It 

was the third largest city in the Roman empire. It was a 

city rich in history, of great political influence and 

powerful in its commerce. It was in this city of Antioch, 

so grand in so many ways and yet so indulgent in 

pleasure and low in morals, that this great missionary 

church was established. The Lord's strategy had been to 

capture the major cities for Christ and here again He sets 

His strategy in motion. 
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C. The church at Antioch had its origin from church 

members in Jerusalem being scattered abroad and 

becoming missionaries through their dispersion. Some 

from Cyprus and Cyrene went as far as Antioch and 

preached to the Greeks the good news of the Lord Jesus. 

The hand of the Lord was with them and a great number 

were saved. The church at Jerusalem sent Barnabas, a 

man full of faith and the Spirit of God, to evaluate this 

new development of Gentiles being saved and 

establishing a church. He heartily approves of the work 

as being of the Lord. Instead of returning to Jerusalem he 

stays in Antioch and carries on the work of the Lord 

begun by the men of Cyprus and Cyrene. Multitudes 

were converted and Barnabas sought the assistance of 

Saul (soon to be known as Paul) to initiate a teaching 

program within the church. So convincing were the lives 

of those in this church that they were first called 

Christians in Antioch. 

 

D. There were various outstanding elements of strength 

in the church at Antioch which are worthy of particular 

consideration. 

(1. They were evangelistic in spirit. Jesus set this as 

His first command and these in Antioch held true to 

His instruction. There was a spiritual awakening in 

Antioch and multitudes were converted. 

(2. They had a caring spirit and generous spirit. When 

a need arose this church was very liberal in their 

giving to the need in Jerusalem. Antioch was not 

known as a rich church, but a caring church that 

prompted liberality in their giving. 

(3. Antioch was born out of a missionary spirit and 

continued in a missionary spirit. Missions flourish in 

an evangelistic and generous church and wherever 

you find the first two, you will find the third 

ingredient. The missionary spirit of Antioch made this 
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church the gateway to the Gentile world through the 

efforts of Barnabas, Silas, Paul and others. 

(4. They were distinguished as spiritual in their walk 

and sound in doctrine. Christians were first called 

Christians in Antioch. This was given them out of due 

respect of their spiritual walk before the Lord. They 

had been taught intensely and were sound in the 

doctrines of the New Testament, led by such great 

instructors as Barnabas and Paul. Antioch understood 

that Jews and Gentiles alike were to serve together in 

the Lord's church. This was a radical departure from 

the view of the church at Jerusalem, even at this date. 

(5. It was an autonomous church in its polity, or 

structure of church government. The record reveals 

Antioch was self-governing in its inner-life and in its 

outreach of missions. The church was careful in the 

manner of its financial business, and sent two trusted 

men to Jerusalem with their offering of assistance. 

This experience in Antioch could easily have been the 

model Paul followed at a later date regarding the 

offering he received for the saints at Jerusalem. 

(6. It was a church that had a great group of men to 

carry on. God always carries on His work best when 

there are a great host of men to assume the 

responsibility of the church. 

(7. It became one of the most influential churches of 

the day. Jerusalem had been the center of church and 

spiritual activities for these many years following the 

Day of Pentecost. Now, however, the emphasis 

moves to Antioch. This church is now in the forefront 

through the remaining chapters of the book of Acts 

because of its thrust to take the Gospel to the Gentile 

world , or to “the uttermost part of the world.” The 

movement of the Gospel continues to Rome where 

Paul remains until the end of His life as a martyr for 

the cause of Christ. The last verses of the book of 
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Acts are very moving as Paul continued to preach and 

teach “those things which concern the Lord Jesus 

Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding 

him.” (Acts 28:31) 
 

E. Here the curtain falls on these noble missionaries and 

churches who openly preached the gospel to the 

uttermost part of the earth. They fought off numerous 

attempts to halt or limit the Gospel and hinder its spread. 

It is comforting indeed to see the ministry of this great 

missionary Paul, though in prison, close his life without 

interference or hindrance. The saddest cost of the victory 

of the Gospel and its being so widely spread and greatly 

received, is the self-exclusion of the Jews who refused to 

accept Jesus Christ as their Messiah. The Jews remain 

blind today, and will continue in their blindness until the 

return of their Messiah. May each of us take heart for the 

blessing we have received because others were free to 

proclaim the Gospel “no man forbidding.” 

 

 

 

With these closing words to the book of Acts you have the 

completion of the events that began on the Day of 

Pentecost in Acts 2. The Lord's church accepted its 

mission, and was faithful to carry it out as the Lord 

instructed, to the uttermost part of the world. They did so 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit as Comforter, who 

remains to direct the affairs of the Lord's churches today. 

The mission of the church has not changed since the Day of 

Pentecost. They still have the divine mission which Christ 

gave on the Day of Pentecost, to preach the Gospel to every 

nation. They still have the divine message, Christ and Him 

crucified. They still have the divine method, to preach the 

word of God. They still the divine means, the power which 

is the Holy Spirit Himself. With this full measure of the 
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Lord, He continues to look to His churches to faithfully 

carry out His mission in a responsible and honorable 

manner, at home and abroad. 

 

 

 

Raleigh L. Campbell 
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Addendum One 
 

Present Meaning and Uses of the Word 

“Church” 
 

(1. The Significance of the Word Church. 
 

The word church is the English translation of the Greek 

word ekklesia. the Latin form is ecclesia. Ekklesia is made 

up of two Greek words “ek” which means “out of” and 

“kaleo” which means “To call”, Taken together the 

meaning is “to call out” and “a called out assembly.” 

Among early Christians the word was used in the sense of 

“collected unto Christ.” The main significance of this word 

prior to New Testament times was that it spoke of a 

purposeful assembly and not so much that of being a 

separate or exclusive assembly. “In secular Greek it was 

used to designate the assembly of Citizens of a self-

governing Greek city. (Acts 19:39-41) Ephesus was 

granted the privilege of self-rule, but within the framework 

of the laws of the Roman Empire. In this sense an ekklesia 

was a local assembly operating through democratic 

processes under the laws of the Empire” (The Baptist Faith 

Message, H. H . Hobbs, p. 75 )  
 

The original word ekklesia is used 114 times in the New 

Testament. It occurs three times in the book of Matthew, 

twenty three times in the Acts, sixty-two times in Paul's 

letters, twice in Hebrews, once in James, three times in the 

third epistle of John, and twenty times in Revelation. In all 

but five times the word is used in reference to New 

Testament churches as particular assemblies, as the church 

at Corinth or in groups of churches, as the churches of 

Galatia, or in an institutional sense, as Jesus used the word 

in Matthew 16:18 “I will build my church.” 
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(2. Prior New Testament meaning of the word 

church. 
 

Among the Greeks the word “ekklesia” spoke of an 

assembly of citizens of a free city-state, gathered or 

summoned together by a herald. These free citizens were 

called out from their homes and businesses to give 

consideration to matters of public interest and transact 

public business. In this sense it refers to a purely 

democratic political body. Liddell and Scott give this 

definition; “an assembly of the citizen's summoned by the 

crier… the legislative assembly.” (Unabridged Greek-

English Lexicon). The word is used in this manner three 

times in Acts 19:32, 39-41 where it is translated 

“assembly.” 

 

In the Septuagint the Greek translation of the old 

Testament, translates the Hebrew word “gahal” as 

“ekklesia” to designate the congregation of Israel being 

called out to assemble before the tabernacle during their 

wilderness wanderings. The Hebrew word “gahal”, 

translated “ekklesia” referred to the nation of Israel 

assembled before God in Deuteronomy 31:30 

(congregation), Judges 2:8, (assembly), and 1
st
 Chronicles 

29:1 (congregation). Stephen referred to the“ekklesia” of 

Israel in his defense before his accusers. He stated, “This is 

he that was in the church (ekklesia) in the wilderness” 
(Acts 7:38) The author of Hebrews quotes from the 

prophetic Psalm of David (Psalm 22:20) where the sense of 

the word “ekklesia” refers to the congregation, “I will 

declare thy name unto my brethren in the midst of the 

congregation (“ekklesia”) will I sing praise unto thee 

(Hebrews 2:12) Israel in the land of Canaan is never called 

a church. 
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(3. The New Testament significance of the word 

church. 
 

The New Testament use of “ekklesia” predominantly 

applies to loca1 assemblies, each constituting a complete 

church within itself. The singular “ekklesia” refers to a 

specific church as the church at Thessalonica (1 

Thessalonians 1:1), or some unnamed church as “every 

church” mentioned in 1 Corinthians 4:17. The plural 

“ekklesia” designates a group of local churches or 

assemblies in a particular region as “churches of Judea,” 

(Galatians 1:22) In some cases it refers to a group of 

unnamed churches as “all churches” (1 Corinthians 7:17) 

So of the 114 times the word ekklesia” is used in the New 

Testament, 109 speaks of the local church in some form. 

“Ekklesia occurs, then one hundred and fourteen times in 

the New Testament and one hundred and nine times it has a 

Christian significance.” (The Churches of the New Testament, George W. 

McDani€ el, p.17 )  
 

Jesus did not coin the word “ekklesia,” but He did endow it 

with a rich spiritual meaning. Jesus took a word that was in 

common use and commonly understood by the general 

population, Jews and Greeks alike, and applied it to His 

called out assembly thus giving it spiritual content and 

changing for all time the significance of the word. 

 

(4. The New Testament never used adjectives to 

define the church. 
 

There is no use of any term that is commonly used today as 

universal, invisible, true, catholic or even local or visible to 

describe the New Testament church. The only words used 

in the scripture are “glorious” and “holy” (Ephesians 

5:27) These words have been added after the completion of 

the New Testament and for the purpose of confusing the 
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real meaning of the work “ekklesia” and the real meaning 

of a New Testament church. The divine witness of the 

Lord, His church, does not depend upon non-inspired 

names and descriptions, but a New Testament pattern. Jesus 

did not use any word to describe His church until months 

after it was organized and functioning. He was more 

concerned that His church would be known by its pattern 

than by some word. He knew words have a way of 

changing and definitions also have a way of being altered, 

as we can readily see in the modern day use of the word 

“church”. Therefore He established His church in such a 

way that it would endure through the centuries, unchanged 

and unchallenged regardless of any changes that would 

ensue. He did this simply by establishing His church by 

pattern and each time a pattern duplicates itself it will 

reproduce itself in the same manner. It was not until Jesus 

met with His church in Caesarea Phillipi that He used the 

word “ekklesia.” Here he described His church as “my 

ekklesia,” thus giving a new spiritual meaning to a word in 

common usage. This word held its true meaning throughout 

the entire New Testament period. It was accurately 

translated “congregation” or “assembly” for many 

centuries. 

 

(5. The present use of the word church rather 

than congregation. 
 

The word church rather than assembly or congregation as 

used in our English Bible is derived from the Greek word 

“kuriakon” and means “belonging to the Lord.” 

“Kuriakon” occurs only twice in the New Testament and 

does not have reference in either instance to a called out 

assembly. In one place it refers to the Lord's Supper, and in 

the other it speaks of the Lord's Day. (l  Corinthians 11:20, 

Revelation 1:10). Its application to the New Testament 

church is not from the Scripture , but from the term being 
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substituted for congregation in a translation of the New 

Testament. The word “kuriakon” came to mean both the 

assembly and the place where the assembly met, thus 

openings the door for a broad and expanded definition of 

“church.” This use has served only to confuse the real 

meaning and leave an opening for error to gain entrance. 

The meaning has been extended to mean the place where 

the assembly meets or church building, a particular 

denomination, and the theory of a universal visible and 

universal invisible church which is made up of all 

believers. But the etymological meanings of the word 

“ekklesia” will not permit such interpretations and certainly 

will not support the doctrinal views that have been 

introduced around the use of the word church as opposed to 

“ekklesia.” The rich new meaning given by Jesus has been 

lost and a great deal of confusion and error has arisen from 

this extended interpretation. 
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Addendum 2 
 

The Pattern of the Tabernacle 
 

 

Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make 

the tabernacle. “See,” saith H€ e, “that thou make all 

things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the 

mount.” (Hebrews 8:5; Exodus 25:9) 
 

There were forty chapters in the book of Exodus, and 

sixteen and one-half of them have been given to the 

building of the Tabernacle. God called Moses into the 

mountain to give him instructions as to how to build this 

witness to Himself, and he was there forty days and forty 

nights. During this time, God gave Moses explicit 

directions, down to the smallest details. Nothing was 

overlooked or omitted. These details seem so trivial to the 

reader that he is tempted to skip or read over them 

hurriedly as being of little or no value. But they were not 

small incidentals in the mind of God. For forty days and 

nights He kept Moses in the mountain going over these 

details, giving him definite instructions, making out a 

pattern, and when He had finished, H€ e gave Moses a 

solemn charge which we have recorded in Hebrews. “See,” 

saith H€ e, “that thou make all things according to the 

pattern shewed to thee in the mount.” (Hebrews 8:5) 
 

Moses seriously regarded every detail, and when the 

solemn task was completed, he speaks of it in these words : 

“Thus was finished all the work of the tabernacle of the 

tent of meeting: and the children of Israel did according 

to all that the Lord commanded Moses: so did they.” 

(Exodus 39:32) “And they brought the tabernacle unto 

Moses, the tent, and all his furniture, his taches, his 

boards, his bars, and his pillars, and his sockets; and the 
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covering of rams skins, dyed red, and the covering of 

badgers' skins, and the veil of the covering, the ark of the 

testimony of the staves, thereof, and the mercy seat: the 

table and all the vessels thereof, and the shewbread; the 

pure candlestick, with the lamps thereof, even with the 

lamps to be set in order, and. all the vessels thereof, and 

the oil for the light; and the golden altar and the 

anointing oil , and the sweet incense, and the hanging for 

the tabernacle door, the brazen altar and his grate of 

brass, his staves, and all his vessels, the laver and his foot, 

the hangings of the court, his pillars and his sockets, and 

the hanging for the court gate, his cords and his pins, and 

all the vessels of the service of the tabernacle, for the tent 

of the congregation, the cloths of service to do service in 

the holy place, and the holy garments for Aaron the 

priest, and his son's garments to minister in the priest's 

office. According to all that the Lord commanded Moses, 

so the children of Israel made all the work. And Moses 

did look upon all the work, and behold, they had done it 

as the Lord had commanded, even so had they done it; 

and Moses blessed them.” (Exodus 39:33-43) 
 

Why did God keep Moses in the mount forty days and 

nights? Why a divine pattern down to the most minute 

detail? Why a solemn charge to make all things according 

to the pattern he had received in the mount? Why the great 

care of Moses to examine and see that the work was indeed 

carried out according to pattern? The answer is obvious!  

First, this was the pleasure of the 

Lord, and to fail to follow it as outlined 

would be outright disobedience.  

Second, the divine truth embodied in 

the tabernacle would never have been 

manifested. The Tabernacle was to be the 

means whereby He could manifest the 
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great truths that later became the written 

truths of the New Testament regarding 

His Son Jesus Christ. The furniture, the 

arrangement, the materials, the 

measurements, every pin, pillar and piece 

of material had its divine significance 

and meaning.  

Third, it was to manifest the holiness 

of God and He alone was to be 

worshiped. 

Fourth, the God could only be 

approached through the shed blood of a 

sinless sacrifice. 

Fifth, the message of salvation and 

holy living was to be declared through 

the tabernacle, its sacrifices and services.  

 

What is true of the tabernacle is eminently true of the 

Lord's church. We have a divine pattern, and we must be 

true to that pattern in the smallest detail or He will not be 

manifested to the world through His Son as effectively and 

as gloriously as He intends. 
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Addendum 3 
 

The History of the Universal Church Theory 
 

There is at least one usage of church which is acceptable to 

most believers of every faith and that is the local sense. The 

word church or “ekklesia” occurs so often in the New 

Testament to indicate one single, distinct, separate 

congregation of believers that no one who accepts the 

authority of the New Testament would dispute this 

meaning. While accepting this use of the word church in a 

local sense there is also a wide spread acceptance of the 

idea that the church in the New Testament also applies to 

all believers in general, and refers to it as a universal 

spiritual body. “Ekklesia also designates the universal 

church. In this usage the concept of a physical assembly 

gives way to the spiritual unity of all believers in Christ.” 

(The Church in God's Program, Robert Saucy, pages 16-

77) “The word church in the New Testament never refers to 

organized Christianity or to a group of churches. It denotes 

either a local body of baptized believers or includes all the 

redeemed through all the ages.” (What Baptists Believe page 75 ; H. H. 

Hobbs. ) 
 

Just where did this theory of a universal church begin? Is it 

found in the New Testament? Is there a general sense in 

which the word ekklesia means the universal church rather 

than or as well as the local church? Can a scriptural church 

be defined? 

 

Before looking into the history of the universal church 

theory it should be stated again that unquestionably Jesus 

Christ established His church during His personal earthly 

ministry. His church was a local visible autonomous body 

of baptized believers who voluntarily covenanted together 

to follow Christ and fulfill His commission. So well 
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established is the truth that Jesus established His church 

that it seems hardly necessary to have to further reconsider 

it as being the New Testament truth of the Lord's church. 

Yet there are those who strongly advocate that the church is 

more than local and that it was not established by Jesus 

Himself, but rather on the day of Pentecost.This truth must 

be emphatically restated. The account of His establishing 

His church is documented in Mark 3:13, and Luke 6:12-

33, and this account is confirmed by Paul as he later writes 

to the church in Corinth. (1 Corinthians 12:27-28) 

 

Catholic or Universal (katholikos) is not a New Testament 

word, nor is it a Septuagint word. It has never been applied 

by scripture to ekklesia or the Lord's church. It came into 

usage in post-apostolic times. Without authority it was 

applied to certain of the New Testament letters as “The 

First General (Katholikos) Epistle of Peter.” The 

expression universal or catholic “first occurs in the year 

169 A.D. In the Encyclical Epistle of the church of Smyrna 

concerning the martydom of its beloved pastor, the 

renowned Polycarp.” (The Church and the Ordinances, Buell Kazee, p. 17) 

By this time all the books of the New Testament had been 

written and the canon completed. The change from the idea 

of the individual, self-governing local church to the 

universal church had its origin in making the church and 

the kingdom (ekklesia and basileia) identical. Jesus and the 

writers of the New Testament never confused the two terms 

and never used one to mean the other. “The taproot of the 

universal theory is the identification of the Church and the 

Kingdom, making these coincident, co-extensive and 

coterminous” (The Universal Church Heresy K.K.Maiden - The New Testament 

Church page 61 ) 
 

Historically the idea of a universal church was gradual. In 

the early period the work of a bishop was confined to a 

particular church. Gradually however, the bishop became 
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overseer over many churches. This developed into a full 

ecumenical church under Constantine when the decrees of 

the Council of Nice consolidated all churches into a world 

or visible Catholic church. As nearly as it can be 

determined, this was the first formal official identification 

of Church and Kingdom being considered one. “It was the 

Ecumenical Council or Nice, ca1led by Constantine 

Emperor of Rome that affirmed and projected as its creed 

the idea of a 'Catholic' World Church.” (Maiden page 61) A 

natural result was the development of the “Ho1y Roman 

Empire” and in the end the Holy Catholic Church of this 

present day. Rome sought to identity the church that Jesus 

established with the hierarchical organization that we know 

today as the Roman Catholic church. “In Catholic thought, 

the church is the visible Kingdom of God on earth, and with 

them there are no churches, separate, local independent 

bodies, but one great, all-embracing, world-organization 

under papal authority and control.” (The Church That Jesus Built, Roy 

Mason, page 23) Accordingly Cardinal Gibbons says in Faith of 

our Fathers page 6, “The Church is called a Kingdom,” and 

following this he goes on to claim that all the members of 

the Catholic Church are “all united to one supreme visible 

head, whom they are bound to obey.” 

 

There continues to be a great amount of confusion about 

this question. Advocates of this theory, speak and write as 

though they are one and the same. We believe the 

Scriptures are clear that the Family of God includes all 

believers on earth and in heaven; that the Kingdom of God 

includes every saved person on earth at any given time, 

That is, al1 the saved people on earth today are in the 

kingdom of God. People become a part of the kingdom of 

God by being born again. (John 1:12-13 , John 3:3-5 ) 

 

There is no evidence in Scripture that any one is born into 

the church when they are saved. As we have already noted 
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the word translated church in the New Testament is never 

used in the scriptures of any other institution except an 

assembly or congregation of born again believers in some 

given locality. The Lord makes the order perfectly clear 

when He gave the Great Commission to first make 

disciples, second baptize these disciples and thus they are 

received into the church. (Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2:41) 

 

From the introduction of this idea at the Ecumenical 

Council or Nice until the Lutheran Reformation of the 

sixteenth century, the universal visible church theory was 

strongly advocated and advanced through the Roman 

Catholic Church. For over 1000 years New Testament 

theology was mostly controlled and spread by the Roman 

Catholic Church. 

 

The Luther Reformation was not a full break with Rome. 

The Reformers only rebelled against papal authority, but 

had not discarded their doctrines. So the Reformers found 

themselves under the necessity of inventing a theory that 

would keep them free from the Roman Catholic Church but 

permit the continued practice of the same doctrine€ , and 

the universal, invisible, spiritual theory of the church was 

invented. This is now the working theory of Protestantism 

today. “The Reformers, from 1521 to the present, have 

retained much of Roman theology." (Anderson, p. 45) (It must 

be kept in mind that Baptists ARE NOT Protestants). 
Protestantism stood at its beginning and continues to stand 

today for the misconception that the Kingdom of God and 

the Lord's church are one and the same. It reasons that the 

Kingdom is universal and therefore the Church must be 

universal. The Reformers invented the universal invisible 

spiritual idea to justify their break with Rome without 

changing their doctrine. It is not surprising then to find 

those considered scholars, grammarians, and 

lexicographers of all Protestant groups teaching with total 
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unity that ekklesia in the New Testament is used both in a 

local and universal sense. But the very strongest argument 

against the universal visible or universal invisible theory is 

the correct understanding of the meaning of the word 

ekklesia or church. Throughout the New Testament the 

word predominantly refers to a particular assembly of 

Christ's baptized disciples who have been called out as His 

ekklesia. 

 

The modern emphasis of the universal church theory is 

expressed in ecumenical and interdenominational 

movements. The ecumenical church advocates have 

“enthusiastically and vigorously propagated the universal, 

invisible concept, but with the ulterior motive of 

establishing a world-wide church”. (Kazee, page 19) “An 

invisible church, contradistinction from the local by the 

adjective 'true' becomes a very important concept to all 

interdenominational activity” (Kazee, page 18. C.I. Scofield and 

others hold that the universal invisible church is the 'true' 

church and that this includes “all regenerated persons from 

Pentecost to the first resurrection” and that they are 

“United together and to Christ by the Baptism of the Holy 

Spirit” (Scofield Bib1e, Page 1304). “Several very dangerous 

heresies spring out of the theory; that the church began on 

the day of Pentecost. One of these is the Invisible Church 

theory, which leans very heavily upon the Pentecostal 

assumption. Then there is the theory that is so widely 

promulgated by Dr. C.I.Scofie1d, Dr. James M. Gray and 

others, that the church was formed on the day of Pentecost 

by the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and that every believer 

becomes a member of the universal church similarly , by 

being baptized into it by the HoIy Spirit” (The Church That Jesus 

Built, Roy Mason, page 15). This theory rests primarily upon their 

interpretation of 1
st
 Corinthians 12-13. An examination of 

the context of this Scripture is fatal to the theory.  
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Those who advocate the “true church” idea speak out in 

opposition to the local visible view of the church. These 

“advocates of the universal church often call it the true 

church, meaning that it is composed of the truly saved” (The 

Doctrine of the Church John Thornbury, page 6) This theory which relies 

upon a strained interpretation of scripture, seeks to remove 

the truth that Jesus did indeed organize His church during 

His personal ministry and that it was a local visible 

assembly of scripturally baptized believers who came to 

Him as He called them out to Himself. The theory is one of 

the most widespread and hurtful theories of our day, 

infiltrating Baptists to an alarming degree. The theory has 

variations, but in the main its advocates maintain that the 

church mentioned in Matthew 16:18 does not speak of a 

local assembly or an institution of the Lord, but rather 

consisted of all believers everywhere from the day of 

Pentecost to the resurrection. One becomes a part of this 

universal invisible spiritual church so called, when he 

becomes a believer. 

It is important to keep in mind this fact, that the universal 

church idea is just a theory. It began with a gradual 

departure from the Scriptural truth that the church which 

Jesus founded was an independent, self-governing body 

which led to the practice of a universal visible church and 

later the hurtful heresy of the universal invisible church. To 

believe this theory one must believe that side by side exists 

two churches, one local and one visible, consisting of a real 

assembly of baptized believers in Christ, meeting together 

for worship, fellowship, evangelism, baptism, communion, 

preaching the Word of God and promoting missions 

worldwide. 
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